
 1 

 

 

   

 

 

REMINDERS FOR 

THE PEOPLE OF 

UNDERSTANDING 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Imtiaz Ahmad 
M. Sc., M. Phil (London) 

 

 

 

 

Madinah Munawwarah 



 2 

 

   

 

REMINDERS FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF UNDERSTANDING 

 
 CONTENTS 

      INTRODUCTION .............................................................................. 3 

1-   YOUR EYES AND EARS ................................................................. 6 

2-   MARVELOUS CREATION ............................................................ 11 

3-   REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH (SWT) .......................................... 16 

4-   OPENING AND CLOSING CHAPTERS OF QURAN .................. 21 

5-   PROPHET DAWUD (AS) ............................................................... 26 

6-   VISITATION   ETIQUETTES ........................................................ 31 

7-   RESPECT OF PARENTS ................................................................ 37 

8-   INTEREST ....................................................................................... 45 

9-   PROPHETS AND THE PEOPLE .................................................... 50 

10- PROPHET SULAIMAN (AS) ......................................................... 55 

11- QUEEN SABA ................................................................................. 60 

12- KHIDR ............................................................................................. 66 

13- SCENES OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT ...................................... 70 

14- SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE TEACHINGS OF QURAN AND 

ORIGNAL TORAH ..............................................................................  76 

15- RESPECT FOR MASAJID .............................................................. 83 

16- GUIDANCE FOR CHARITY .......................................................... 89 

17- PRESCRIPTION FOR A SUCCESSFUL LIFE .............................. 92 



 3 

18- IMPORTANCE OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION ................................ 98 

19- Home Work .................................................................................... 106 



 4 

e  

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Why are there reminders for the people of understanding? Who 

are these people of understanding? The Quran answers these questions 

very beautifully and precisely. Allah  says in Surah Sad # 29. 

          

This is a Book (the Quran) which We have sent down to you, full 

of blessings, that they may ponder over its verses, and that people of 

understanding may remember. 

The characteristics of the people of understanding are described in 
Az-Zumar # 18. 

              

Those who listen to the Word (good advice) and follow the best 

thereof, those are the ones whom Allah has guided and those are the 

people of understanding. 

Why the reminders are necessary?  Even a sincere person can 

forget things very easily. That is why Allah  said to Prophet 

Mohammad. Adh-Dhariyat # 55 

      

And remind (by preaching the Quran), for verily, the reminding 

profits the believers. 

Also in Az-Zumar # 9.  
               

          

Is one who is obedient to Allah, prostrating himself or standing 

(in prayer) during the hours of night, fearing the Hereafter and 
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hoping for the Mercy of his Lord (like one who disbelieves)? Say: 

“Are those who know equal to those who know not?”  It is only people 

of understanding who will remember (i.e. get a lesson from Allah's 

Signs and Verses). 

 It is mentioned again and again in Quran that only the people of 

understanding who will lessons from Allah‟s Signs and Verses. 

Here is an example of Allah‟s reminder. Az-Zumar # 21   
                 

               

See you not, that Allah sends down water (rain) from the sky, 

and causes it to penetrate the earth, (and then makes it to spring up) 

as water springs and afterward thereby produces crops of different 

colors, and afterward they wither and you see them turn yellow, then 

He makes them dry and broken pieces. Verily, in this, is a reminder 

for men of understanding. 

Is there a criterion to find out who are the people of 

understanding? Yes, there has always been a criterion for it. The 

people of true understanding are those who see things in light of the 

guidance provided by the Creator. Guidance of Allah  is the criterion 

of right and wrong. That is why Allah  calls Quran “Al-Furqan”   
(اىفرقاُ)  which makes the absolute distinction between the right and 

wrong. Al-Baqarah # 185. 
           

The month of Ramadhan in which was revealed the Quran, a 

guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the 

criterion (between right and wrong). Also in Al-Furqan # 1.. 

          

Blessed is He Who sent down the criterion (of right and wrong, 

i.e. this Quran) to His slave Mohammad  that he may be a Warner to 

the „Alamin (mankind and jinns). 

Note that Furqan is so important that Allah  named this chapter 

of the Quran 'Al-Furqan'. 
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Guidance given to all the Prophets is Furqan because the same 

one God revealed it and there is unity and consistency in the message 

of Allah. For example, what was revealed to Musa  and Haroon  is 

mentioned in Al-Anbiya # 48, 49. 

             

      

And indeed We granted to Musa (Moses) and Harun (Aaron) the 

criterion (of right and wrong), and shining light i.e. the Taurat and a 

Reminder for Al-Muttaqun (the pious and rigteous persons). Those 

who fear their Lord without seeing Him, while they are afraid of the 

Hour. 

What were the motivators for me to compile this book? 

It was very pleasing for me to receive a positive response to my 

first book, Speeches for an Inquiring Mind. 

Perhaps nurses and doctors working in the Saudi hospitals 

benefited the most.. By the Grace of Allah SWT many of these nurses 

accepted Islam and others were considering it seriously. For example, 

nursing coordinator in King Fahd Hospital, Madina, is Edna. Even as 

a non-Muslim she distributed about one thousand books to the nursing 

staff because she personally benefited from it immensely.  

It was very thrilling for me when Edna called me after 

Ramadhan of 2000, informing me that she and many of her friends 

had also embraced Islam. 

. After great reluctance, I have compiled this book since it 

serves as a great reminder to me personally.  May Allah SWT accept 

this effort and enable me to practice it sincerely and bring me and the 

readers into more and more light from all forms of darkness. Al-Hadid 

# 9. 
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 It is He who sends down clear-cut verses and signs to His slave 

(Mohammad) that He may bring you out from darkness into light.  

And verily, Allah is to you full of kindness, Most Merciful. 

 IMTIAZ AHMAD, MADINA MUNAWWARAH 

 

YOUR EYES AND EARS 
 

Like many other Signs of Allah ,we rarely try to reflect upon 

the importance of our eyes and ears. Al-Mulk # 23 

             

Say it is He Who has created you, and endowed you with 

hearing (ears) and seeing (eyes), and hearts. Little thanks you give. 

How were these delicate faculties created? What would it be like 

if we are deprived of these? How we use our eyes and ears? Will there 

be accountability for their use or misuse? Many other simple but 

important questions come to mind. 

First of all, Allah  created human being through seven stages as 

described in Quran centuries ago. Al-Muminun # 12-14 

                   

             

       

And indeed We created man (Adam) out of an extract of clay 

(water and earth). Thereafter We made him (the offspring of Adam) as 

a Nutfah (semen) in a safe lodging (womb of the woman). Then We 

made the Nutfah into a Clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood), then 

We made the Clot into a little lump of flesh, then We made out of that 

little lump of flesh bones, then We clothed the bones with flesh, and 
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then We brought it forth as another creation. So Blessed is Allah, the 

Best of creators. 

The modern scientists have discovered these stages very 

recently. This development of human embryo takes place in the womb 

of the mother covered by three veils of darkness. Az-Zummar # 6 

               

                   

   

He created you (all) from a single person (Adam); then made 

from him his wife. And He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs 

(of the sheep, two, male and female; of the goats, two, male and 

female; of the oxen, two, male and female; and of the camels, two, 

male and female). He creates you in the wombs of your mothers: 

creation after creation in three veils of darkness. Such is Allah your 

Lord. His is the kingdom. La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the right to be 

worshipped but He). How then are you turned away? 

These covers of darkness are namely the belly of the mother, the 

womb and the membrane which covers the developing child. Who 

chooses which of the tiny cells in the growth process of the embryo 

should develop into a hearing faculty? Which cells should selectively 

become an eye of a person? Who makes these decisions and who 

develops these cells as eyes and ears? How submissive these eyes and 

ears are to their Creator? In other words, Eyes can not be used for 

hearing and ears for seeing. Should we not be totally submissive to 

our Creator who has given us these faculties and freedom and 

guidance to use these faculties? Al-Insan # 2-3 

              

       

Verily, We have created man from Nutfah (drops) of mixed 

semen (sexual discharge of man and woman), in order to try him: so 
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We made him hearer and seer. Verily, We showed him the way, 

whether he be grateful or ungrateful. 

Those who listen to this guidance sincerely say the following to 

Allah . Aal- Imran # 193-194 

              

                  

     

Our Lord! Verily, we have heard the call of one (Muhammad) 

calling to Faith: „Believe in your Lord,‟ and we have believed. Our 

Lord! Forgive us our sins and expiate from us our evil deeds, and 

make us die (in the state of righteousness) along with the pious 

believers. Our Lord! Grant us what You promised unto us through 

Your Messengers and disgrace us not on the Day of Resurrection, for 

You never break (Your) Promise. 

Some believers are careless in listening to the guidance. There is 

no chance for them to benefit from the sublime guidance of Allah . 

Al-Anfal # 20-21 

              

       

O you who believe! Obey Allah and His Messenger, and turn not 

away from him (i.e. Messenger Muhammad) while you are hearing. 

And be not like those who say: “We have heard,” but they hear not. 

There are, in fact, four levels of hearing and seeing a thing. We 

must bear in mind that the impressions of seeing and hearing are 

transmitted to the brain through a delicate and intricate system. 

Consider a classroom full of students. One student may be hearing the 

talk of his teacher and also looking at the written instructions with his 

eyes wide open. His mind is, however, somewhere else. He will not 

understand anything. Second student may be hearing and seeing but 

not comprehending the instructions. Third student may be hearing, 

seeing and comprehending the instructions but not following these 
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instructions of the teacher. Fourth may be hearing, seeing 

comprehending and following the instructions of his teacher. Hence 

different levels of hearing and seeing put the students of the same 

classroom in different categories. 

That‟s why Allah  says, “Don‟t act like those who say, „We 

have heard it,‟ but they hear not”. Hence in order to benefit from 

Allah‟s guidance we must hear His guidance very attentively and with 

a full presence of mind.  Qaf # 37 

              

Verily, therein is indeed a reminder for him who has a heart or 

gives ear while he is heedful. 

Closing eyes and ears to the guidance of Allah  and not even 

trying to give you a chance to benefit from it. It will be very 

disappointing. Al-Baqarah # 171 

                

  

And the example of those who disbelieve is as that of him who 

shouts to those (flock of sheep) that hears nothing but calls and cries. 

(They are) deaf, dumb and blind. So they do not understand. 

And in Al-Araf  # 179 and 182 

               

               

 

         

And surely, We have created many of the jinn and mankind for 

Hell. They have hearts wherewith they understand not, and they have 

eyes wherewith they see not, and they have ears wherewith they hear 

not (the truth). They are like cattle, nay even more astray. They are 

the heedless ones.  
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Those who reject Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, 

signs, revelations, etc.), We shall gradually seize them with 

punishment in ways they perceive not. 

A person deviates from the straight path when his vain desires 

overpower him. He is so much carried away by his lust that his eyes 

and ears fail to distinguish between the truth and falsehood. Al-Jathiya  

# 23 

               

         

Have you seen him who takes his own lust (vain desires) as his 

ilah (god)? And Allah knowing (him as such), left him astray, and 

sealed his hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight. Who 

then will guide him after Allah? Will you not then remember? 

Even for a believer proper use of eyes and ears is very crucial. 

Any deviation from the guidance of Allah  will be punished. Al-Isra # 

36 

                 

And follow not that of which you have no knowledge. Verily! 

The hearing, and the sight, and the heart, of each of those one will be 

questioned (by Allah). 

In fact these various faculties are like security guards of Allah  

and they will act as witnesses on the Day of Judgment. Fussilat # 20- 

23 

              

                

              

                

    

Till, when they reach it (Hell-fire), their hearing (ears) and their 

eyes, and their skins will testify against them as to what they used to 
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do. And they will say to their skins, “Why do you testify against us?” 

They will say: “Allah has caused us to speak - He causes all things to 

speak: and He created you the first time, and to Him you are made to 

return.” And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest 

your ears, and your eyes, and your skins should testify against you; 

but you thought that Allah knew not much of what you were doing. 

And that thought of yours which you thought about your Lord, has 

brought you to destruction; and you have become (this Day) of those 

utterly lost! 

Hence we should use our eyes and ears for nothing but good 

deeds. We should use these to appreciate the creator who granted 

these remarkable faculties to us through His Benevolence. That is the 

least we can do for these free gifts. 

 

 

 

MARVELOUS CREATION 

 

One day I came across verse # 57 of Ghafir.  
             

The creation of the heavens and the earth is indeed greater than 

the creation of mankind; yet, most of mankind know not.  

I knew that Allah  has created mankind in a fantastic way and 

various systems of a human body are working in great harmony with 

each other. In fact, human body is a mini-universe and its complete 

comprehension is beyond our reach. 

 The above verse of the Quran, however, announced to me that 

the creation of heavens and the earth was even greater than the 

creation of mankind. I, at once, started focusing my attention more 

and more on the various manifestations of Allah  in this universe. I 
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would like to mention some of those in this discourse. These 

manifestations are signs or miracles of Allah  taking place in front of 

our eyes every day and every night. We, however, look at these 

casually and carelessly although there is a great deal of guidance and 

inspiration for us in these manifestations. For example in Qaf # 6-11 

               

                 

                 

           

Have they not looked at the heaven above them, how We have 

made it and adorned it, and there are no rifts in it?  And the earth! We 

have spread it out, and set thereon mountains standing firm, and have 

produced therein every kind of lovely growth (plants). An insight and 

a reminder for every slave who turns to Allah in repentance. And We 

send down blessed water (rain) from the sky, then We produce 

therewith gardens and grain (every kind of harvests) that are reaped. 

And tall date-palms, with ranged clusters. A provision for (Allah's) 

slaves. And We give life therewith to a dead land. Thus will be the 

resurrection (of the dead).  

Also in Yasin # 33-40 

                

                

               

                 

                

              

And a sign for them is the dead land. We give it life, and We 

bring forth from it grains, so that they eat thereof. And We have made 

therein gardens of date-palms and grapes, and We have caused 

springs of water to gush forth therein. So that they may eat of the fruit 
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thereof -and their hands made it not. Will they not, then, give thanks? 

Glory be to Him Who has created all the pairs of that which the earth 

produces, as well as of their own (human) kind (male and female), 

and of that which they know not. And a sign for them is the night. We 

withdraw there from the day, and behold, they are in darkness. And 

the sun runs on its fixed course for a term (appointed). That is the 

Decree of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing. And the moon, We have 

measured for it mansions (to traverse) till it returns like the old dried 

curved date stalk. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does 

the night outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.  

Who else can create systems like the systems of Allah, Luqman 

# 10 – 11 

                 

                 

         

He has created the heavens without any pillars that you see, and 

has set on the earth firm mountains lest it should shake with you. And 

He has scattered therein moving (living) creatures of all kinds. And 

We send down water (rain) from the sky, and We cause (plants) of 

every goodly kind to grow therein. This is the creation of Allah. So 

show Me that which those (whom you worship) besides Him have 

created. Nay, the Zalimun (polytheists, wrong-doers and those who do 

not believe in the Oneness of Allah) are in plain error .  

The creation of Allah  is indeed, faultless. Al-Mulk # 3-4 

                

               

Who has created the seven heavens one above another; you can 

see no fault in the creation of the Most Gracious. Then look again: 

“Can you see any rifts?” Then look again and yet again: your sight 

will return to you in a state of humiliation and worn out. 



 15 

There are many clear cut signs for us in this vast universe. 

Al-Baqarah # 164 

               

                  

           

Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the 

alternation of night and day, and the ships which sail through the sea 

with that which is of use to mankind, and the water (rain) which Allah 

sends down from the sky and makes the earth alive therewith after its 

death, and the moving (living) creatures of all kinds that He has 

scattered therein, and in the veering of winds and clouds which are 

held between the sky and the earth, are indeed Ayat (signs) for the 

wise people.  

This creation of day and night and also the alternation of day 

and night is witnessed by everybody but it is viewed as just a daily 

routine. Allah alarms us in Al-Qasas # 71-73 

                 

                  

              

        

Say: “Tell me! If Allah made the night continuous for you till the 

Day of Resurrection, which ilah (god) besides Allah could bring you 

light? Will you not then hear?” Say (O Mohammad): “Tell me! If 

Allah made the day continuous for you till the Day of Resurrection, 

which ilah (god) besides Allah could bring you night wherein you 

rest? Will you not then see?” It is out of His Mercy that He has made 

for you the night and the day that you may rest therein (i.e. during the 

night) and that you may seek of His Bounty (i.e. during the day) - and 

in order that you may be grateful.  

Even more specifically in Al-An‟am # 96 - 97 
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 (He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the night 

for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. Such is the 

measuring of the All-Mighty, the All-Knowing. It is He Who has set 

the stars for you, so that you may guide your course with their help 

through the darkness of the land and the sea. We have (indeed) 

explained in detail Our signs for people who know.  

Then about vegetations and fruits in Al-An‟am # 95 and 99 

               

    

               

               

               

Verily! It is Allah Who causes the seed-grain and the fruit-stone 

(like date-stone) to split and sprout. He brings forth the living from 

the dead, and it is He Who brings forth the dead from the living. Such 

is Allah, then how are you deluded away from the truth?  

It is He Who sends down water (rain) from the sky, and with it 

We bring forth vegetation of all kinds, and out of it We bring forth 

green stalks, from which We bring forth thick clustered grain. And out 

of the date-palm and its spate come forth clusters of dates hanging 

low and near, and gardens of grapes, olives and pomegranates, each 

similar (in kind) yet different (in variety and taste). Look at their fruits 

when they begin to bear, and the ripeness thereof. Verily! In these 

things there are signs for people who believe.  

Yes, indeed, the creation of heavens and earth is more involved 

and is even more fascinating than the creation of human being. Allah  

mentioned this fact that the creation of heavens and earth is more 
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involved than the creation of human being to bring home to us that He 

who can create so involved a universe can definitely recreate human 

being from rotten bones and fragmented flesh. Al-Isra # 49-51 

                

                

           

And they say: “When we are bones and fragments (destroyed), 

should we really be resurrected (to be) a new creation?” Say: “Be 

you stones or iron, or some created thing that is yet greater (or 

harder) in your breasts.” Then, they will say: “Who shall bring us 

back (to life)?” Say: “He Who created you first!” Then, they will 

shake their heads at you and say: “When will that be?” Say: 

“Perhaps it is near!”  

Finally in Al- Ahqaf # 33 

               

        

Do they not see that Allah, Who created the heavens and the 

earth, and was not wearied by their creation, is able to give life to the 

dead? Yes, He surely is able to do all things.  

Hence we admire the creation of heavens and earth and firmly 

believe in the resurrection of human being and our accountability for 

our deeds on the day of Judgment. I think the best way to finish this 

article is by quoting Al-Jathiya # 36-37 

             

     

So all the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the 

heavens and the Lord of the earth, and the Lord of the „Alamin 

(mankind, jinn and all that exists). And His (Alone) is the Majesty in 

the heavens and the earth, and He is the All-Mighty, the AIl-Wise.  
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REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH  

 
There are five pillars of Islam namely: Shahadah, Salah, Fasting, 

Zakat and Hajj. 

There are fixed times and certain limitations or specific 

circumstances for performing these different forms of worship of 

Allah . Allah  fixed the length of obligatory prayers. Obligatory 

fasting is only in the month of Ramadhan. Zakat is payable once a 

year. Hajj is once in a lifetime if a person qualifies for it. Quran does 

not require us to be excessive in these forms of worship. However for 

the remembrance of Allah  there is neither time, nor any place and no 

restriction placed upon it. It can be done sitting, standing or lying 

down. It can be done with or without ablution. It can be done at home 

or during a journey. It can be done when we are ill or healthy. It can 

be done during the day or the night. It should be done extensively. 

Allah  says in Quran Al-Ahzab # 41 

        

O you who believe! Remember Allah with much remembrance. 

One of the characteristics of a believer is that he engages 

himself extensively in the remembrance of Allah. Al-Ahzab # 35 

        

       

         

       

Verily, the Muslims men and women, the believers men and 

women, men and women who are obedient (to Allah), men and women 

who are truthful (in their speech and deeds), men and women who are 

patient, men and women who are humble, men and women who give 

Sadaqat (i.e. Zakat, and alms), men and women who observe fast, men 

and women who guard their chastity and men and women who 
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remember Allah much with their hearts and tongues, Allah has 

prepared for them forgiveness and a great reward (i.e. Paradise) 

Allah  says that even in the battlefield when you are facing the 

enemies engage yourself in extensive remembrance of Allah  in order 

to be successful. Al-Anfal # 45 

             

O you who believe! When you meet (an enemy) force, take a 

firm stand against them and remember the Name of Allah much (both 

with tongue and mind), so that you may be successful. 

One villager said to Prophet Mohammad, “There are many 

obligatory as well as voluntary things to do in Islam. Please advise me 

about something which is simple and easy to do so that I can adhere to 

it.” Mohammad (SAS) said, “Keep your tongue wet with the 

remembrance of Allah .”      (Musnad Ahmad) 

Abu Sayeed Khudri  narrated that Mohammad  said, “Engage 

yourself in remembrance of Allah  so much so that you appear to be 

crazy about it.”          (Musnad Ahmad) 

Recitation of Quran is an excellent form of remembrance of 

Allah. Az-Zumar # 23 

              

                   

  

Allah has sent down the Best Statement, a Book (this Quran), its 

parts resembling each other (in goodness and truth) (and) oft-

repeated. The skins of those who fear their Lord shiver from it (when 

they recite it or hear it). Then their skin and their heart soften to the 

remembrance of Allah. That is the guidance of Allah. He Guides 

therewith whom He wills; and whomever Allah leaves to go astray, for 

him there is no guide. 
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Those who turn themselves away from remembrance of Allah  

will be big losers.  

Al-Zukhruf  # 36-38 

               

                

  

And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of the 

Most Gracious (Allah) (i.e. this Quran and worship of Allah), We 

appoint for him Satan to be a companion to him. And verily, they 

(Satans / devils) hinder them from the Path (of Allah), but they think 

that they are guided aright! Till, when (such a one) comes to Us, he 

says to Satan, “Would that between me and you were the distance of 

the two easts (or the east and west)” a worst (type of) companion 

(indeed)!  

Similarly in Al-Maidah # 91 

             

        

Shaitan (Satan) wants only to excite enmity and hatred between 

you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and gambling, and hinder you 

from the remembrance of Allah and from As-Salat (the prayer). So, 

will you not then abstain? 

And in Al-Munafiqun # 9 

              

    

O you who believe! Let not your properties or your children 

divert you from the remembrance of Allah. And whosoever does that, 

then they are the losers.  

 None of the worldly attractions can divert the true believers 

from the remembrance of Allah.Hence it is like a self test to know 
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whether I am a true believer or not. 

An-Nur # 37 

               

     

Men whom neither trade nor sale (business) diverts from the 

Remembrance of Allah (with heart and tongue), nor from performing 

As-Salat, nor from giving the Zakat. They fear a Day when hearts and 

eyes will be overturned (out of the horror of the torment of the Day of 

Resurrection).  

Narrated by Abu Al-Darda , Prophet Mohammad  said to his 

companions, “Should I tell you something which is superior to all 

your deeds, which is readily accepted by Allah , and raises your 

status with Allah ?” He (SAS) added, “It is better than your giving 

away all your gold and silver in the path of Allah , and it is also better 

than your  fighting against the enemies  of Allah , when you kill them 

and they try to kill you.” The companions said, “Kindly  advise us 

about it.”  Mohammad  said, “Remembrance of Allah.”  

           (Ahmad,  Tirmizy, Ibn Majah) 

There is a Hadith-e-Qudsi where Allah  says, “Whosoever 

remembers Me in his heart, I remember him in My heart. Whosoever 

remembers Me in a group, I remember him in a group (i.e. angels) 

which is far superior to his group.”  

     (Bukhari, Muslim) 

If we engage ourselves in the remembrance of Allah  

consistently, the results are very fascinating. For example, Ali  

narrated that Fatima (RUA) had very visible marks on the palms of 

her hands by grinding the food grain for daily use. That was the time 

when some prisoners of wars were brought to Prophet Mohammad. 

Fatima (RUA) went to her father Hazrat Mohammad  to request him 

for one of these prisoners as her servant. She did not find her father at 
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home so she left a message about it with Aisha (RUA). Aisha (RUA) 

conveyed the request of Fatima (RUA) to Prophet Mohammad  on 

return to his home. On hearing this, Mohammad  came to our home 

the same night. We both were lying down and I tried to get up on his 

arrival. Mohammad  said, “Stay as you are”. He sat between Fatima 

and me. I could feel the coolness of his feet on my body. Mohammad 

 said, “Let me tell you something better than asking for a servant. 

When you lie down on your bed, recite the following: اهلل ُسِبَحاَن  thirty 

three times, هلل احلمد  thirty three times, أكرب اهلل thirty four times. This is 

indeed better for you than a servant.”                                              

(Bukhari) 

Imam Ibnu Taimiya said that whosoever would recite these 

words at his bedtime will never feel lazy or tired. 

This Hadith teaches us to be patient in facing the hardships of 

life just like Mohammad  advised his own daughter. 

There is another similar hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah . A 

poor Muslim came to Prophet Mohammad  and said, “We pray and 

similarly our rich brothers pray. We fast and they fast too. They 

perform Hajj and Umrah and give a lot in charity which the poor can‟t 

do. Hence they are always ahead of us in doing good deeds.” This was 

a serious concern of poor Muslims since they wished to compete with 

their rich brothers in submission to Allah . Prophet Mohammad  said 

to them, “Do you want to know something which will make you equal 

to your rich brothers and nobody will be able to excel you. You can 

achieve this by reciting ( اهلل ُسِبَحاَن ) thirty three times, ( هلل احَلِمُد ) thirty 

three times and ( أكرب اهلل ) thirty four times after offering each salat.      

(Bukhari) 

Only the remembrance of Allah  soothes and satisfies the 

hearts. Ar-Rad # 28 
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Those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah), and whose hearts 

find rest in the remembrance of Allah: verily, in the remembrance of 

Allah do hearts find rest.  

We pray to Allah  to enable us remember Him in the best 

possible way. Prophet Mohammad  said to Maaz bin Jabbal  to 

make the following supplication after every Salat. 

 ِعَباَدِتَك َوُحِسِه َوُشْكِرَك ِذْكِرَك َعَلى َأِعنِّي الَلُهمَّ
“O Allah  enable me to remember You, thank You and worship 

You in the best possible way.” 

Which is that best-possible-way of remembrance of Allah  ? 

Allah  specifies it in Quran, Al-Araf # 205 

               

  

And remember your Lord within yourself, humbly and with fear 

and without loudness in words in the mornings, and in the afternoons 

and be not of those who are neglectful. 

May Allah  keep our tongues wet with His remembrance.   

(Ameen). 

 

OPENING AND CLOSING CHAPTERS 

OF QURAN 

 

In the opening chapter of the Quran, first of all, we praise 

Allah. In fact, everything must start with the praise of Allah. In the 

opening chapter we ask Allah  for two things. We ask for His help 

and also to show us the straight path. Both these things are crucial for 

the success of a person in this world and in the life to come. When a 

person tries to achieve these two things, Satan does his best to 

interfere. Satan interferes in two ways. Firstly, by making evil plots 
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against the obedient servants of Allah and secondly, by whispering 

evil in the hearts of the people. Yusuf # 5 

      

Shaitan (Satan) is to man an open enemy!  

And in Sad # 82-83 

           

 (Satan) said: “By Your Might, then I will surely mislead them 

all, except Your chosen slaves amongst them .” 

Allah  has given us very powerful tools to fight against Satan 

and his followers in the form of the last two surahs of the Quran. 

Hafiz Ibn-e-Qayyim اىقيٌ اتِ احلافظ  said that there are great 

benefits and blessings for the people in these two surahs. These surahs 

dispel magic and all other physical and spiritual calamities. In fact, 

person needs treatment and relief from these calamities more than his 

breathing, eating and clothing. Without relief from this hardship the 

life of a person will be miserable in spite of all the amenities of life 

available to him. Even the Prophets may be affected by magic. 

Aisha (RAU) narrated that one hypocrite did magic to Prophet 

Mohammad. As a result of it Mohammad  fell ill. The nature of this 

illness was such that some time he thought that he had finished a 

certain task, although it was not yet done. Hence it caused a kind of 

forgetfulness. One day, Prophet Mohammad  said to Aisha (RAU), 

“Allah  has informed me the cause of illness.” He added, “Two 

persons came to me in my dream. One sat down near my head and the 

other near my feet. The person near my head asked the other person, 

„What kind of illness Mohammad  has?‟ He replied, „Mohammad  

is under the influence of some magic.‟ First person asked, „Who did 

the magic on him?‟ He replied, „Labeed bin Asam who is hypocrite 

and a friend of Jews.‟ First person asked, „How he did the magic?‟ He 

replied, „Using a comb and the teeth of the comb.‟  The first person 
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asked, „Where is this comb?‟ He replied, „This comb is wrapped in a 

cover and is buried under a stone in a well.  This well is called 

Zarwaan ( ُذروا )‟” 

Prophet Mohammad  went to that well and took the comb out. 

Mohammad  became healthy.        (Bukhari & Muslim)               

Ibn-e-Kathir has described from Imam Thalbi ًاىثعييب اإلٍا  that 

there was a thread with eleven knots along with that comb. Allah  

revealed the last two surahs of Quran with eleven verses in them. 

Prophet Mohammad  undid each knot of the thread after reciting one 

verse from these two surahs. When all knots were undone, he 

suddenly felt a great relief. 

Imam Malik said in his book Al Muwatta (ادلىطأ), “Aisha (RAH) 

narrated that whenever Prophet Mohammad  got ill, he used to recite 

the last two surahs of Quran and after breathing on his hand, he used 

to touch his body with his hands. When he was extremely ill near his 

death, she used to recite these two surahs and then breathe on his 

hand. After that he would touch most of his body with his hands.” 

In fact nothing can harm or benefit a person without the will of 

Allah . Hence, in order to save ourselves from all forms of evils, we 

must try to come under the complete protection of Allah . We should 

not only seek His protection but also should make ourselves a good 

candidate for His protection through our good deeds and actions. 

Surah Al-Falaq teaches us how to come under the protection of Allah 

 against the worldly evils. Similarly surah An-Nas teaches us how to 

come under the protection of Allah  against evil which ruins our 

spiritual lives.  

In Surah Al-Falaq we see protection of Allah  specifically 

against three things.      

(i) From the night when its darkness has spread.  It is 

because during the night Jinn, Satan, harmful animals,  
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insects, thieves and enemies come into action. Magic is 

also more effective at night.  Breaking of dawn reduces 

their harmful influence.   

(ii) From the evil of the witchcraft when they blow in the 

knots.  It is very destructive since a person under the 

influence of the magic is usually not aware of the magic 

done to him.  He keeps finding other cures for his ailment.  

(iii) From the evil of a jealous person.  Some people are 

jealous of the success of another person. For example 

Satan became jealous of Adam and Eve.   

Recitation of Surah Al-Falaq protects us against above evils in 

this world.   

Uqba-bin-Amar  narrated that prophet Mohammad  said 

“Tonight such verses are revealed to me who have no match at all. Al-

Falaq and An-Nas.”                                              (Muslim) 

In another Hadith ,Uqba-bin-Amar  ( عاٍر تِ عقثح ) narrated that 

Mohammad  said to me during a journey, “Would you like to learn 

two fantastic Surah.” I said, “Please teach me.” He taught me Surah 

al-Falaq and Surah An-Nas.  He recited the same surah in Salat-ul-

Maghreb that day.  He then said to me, “You should recite these surah 

when you go to sleep and when you wake up.”       

        (Tirmidhi, Abu-Dawud, Nasai')  

Ibn-e-Kathir has mentioned that Satan is with each person and 

that Satan tries to make sins attractive to the person.  If Satan fails in 

this, he tries to bring show-off and arrogance in various forms of 

worship performed by a person.  Satan also tries to put doubts in the 

knowledge of scholars. Hence Satan tries his best to ruin a person 

spiritually. Only Allah can save us from evils of Satan.  Recitation of 

Surah An-Nas will provide this protection of Allah .   
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Anas  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  said, “One night I 

was walking in a street with my wife Saffiya(RAA) (طفيح) . Two of my 

companions came across me in the street.  I stopped them and 

informed them that my wife Saffiya was with me. They said to me, „O 

dear Prophet, we did not have any wrong ideas in our minds.‟ The 

Prophet (SAS) said to them, „Satan may induce doubts about me in 

your minds.‟‟‟                          

(Bukhari) 

Hence we must always make things clear to other persons so 

that doubts are not created among us.  This will defeat the Satan. 

The last two Surahs are our shield against Satan and will protect 

us against all physical and spiritual evils. The opening as well as the 

closing of the Quran is indeed fantastic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

URGENT REMINDERS 
 

Frequent mistakes in making wudhu with water. 

1- Elbows remain dry. 

2- Ankles remain dry. 

Note that without proper wudhu salat is not valid. 

 

Avoiding mistakes in performing salat. 

1- Between two sojoods sit up properly. 

2- Do not raise feet during the sojood even 

momentarily. Similarly nose should be touching 

the ground during the sojood. 

3- Keep elbows raised above the ground during the 

sojood.                                                      (Muslim) 

4- Do not make any movement before the Imam does 

it. 

5- Stand up straight as much as you can after ruku. 

6- Do not run to join a congregational salat. 

7- Be stationary and attain calmness in each stage 

(bowing, standing, prostration and sitting). 
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PROPHET DAWUD (AS) 

 
Prophet Dawud  was descendent of Prophet Ibrahim. Allah  

gave him Zaboor for the guidance of Israelites. Zaboor had same basic 

guidance as provided in Torah. 

Hence Prophet Dawud  revived the guidance of Allah  brought 

by Musa . Zaboor was in the form of songs. Allah  not only 

bestowed upon Dawud  Prophethood but also a very vast dynasty 

spreading over Syria, Iraq, Palestine, and Eastern Jordan and beyond. 

He was a very eloquent speaker and his speech was very enjoyable, 

effective and easy to understand. He was always led to correct 

decision making even in the most complicated matters. Allah  says: 

Sad # 20 

       

We made his kingdom strong and gave him Al-Hikmah 

(Prophethood) and sound judgment in speech and decision. 

Allah  gave many miracles to Prophet Dawud . He used to 

engage himself extensively in remembrance and praise of Allah . He 

had such a melodious voice that the people, birds, animals, Jinns and 

even mountains used to sway and sing with him. This is mentioned in 

three different chapters of Quran.  Sad # 18,19 

               

Verily, We made the mountains to glorify Our Praises with him 

(Dawud) in the „Ashi (i.e. after the mid-day till sunset) and Ishraq (i.e. 

after the sunrise till mid-day). And the birds assembled: all obedient 

to him (Dawud) [i.e. they came and glorified Allah‟s Praises along 

with him]. 

And in Saba # 10 
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indeed We bestowed grace on Dawud from Us  (saying): “O you 

mountains, Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds (also)!” And We 

made the iron soft for him. 
Also in Al-Anbiya # 79 

            

   

And We made Sulaiman (Solomon) to understand (the case); 

and to each of them We gave Hukm (right Judgment of the affairs and 

Prophethood) and knowledge. And We subjected the mountains and 

the birds to glorify Our Praises along with Dawud (David). And it was 

We Who were the doer (of all these things). 
You may be surprised to read that the mountains sang with 

Prophet Dawud . Don‟t forget that Allah  has created all the 

universes and every particle of the universes is obedient to Allah  and 

praises and glorifies its Creator in a language which we may not 

understand. Allah  says in Al-Isra # 44 

               

       

The seven heavens and the earth and all that is therein, glorify 

Him and there is not a thing but glorifies His Praise. But you 

understand not their glorification. Truly, He is Ever Forbearing, Oft-

Forgiving. 
Hence it was a miracle of Prophet Dawud  that animals, birds, 

Jinns and even mountains used to join him in glorifying Allah . It is 

also well known that the pebbles used to make Islamic pledge in the 

presence of Prophet Mohammad  and these pebbles glorified Allah . 

Similarly animals used to talk to Prophet Mohammad . Furthermore, 

Prophet Mohammad  used to lean against a trunk of an old tree when 

addressing his companions. Later a pulpit was built for Prophet 

Mohammad  to use it for an address. The companions of Prophet 
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Mohammad  heard the trunk of the old tree crying for being 

abandoned by the esteemed Prophet. Prophet Mohammad  touched it 

by his hand to console it. The tree stopped crying. There is a column 

built in place of this tree even now in masjid Nabavi Shareef in 

Madinah Munawarah. It is called Ustawana Mukhalka. 

Sheikh Jalalud Din Sayuti اىسيىطي اىديِ جاله اىشيخ  said in Al 

Khasaes Al-Kubra  that although pebbles glorify Allah   اىنربي اخلظائض

all the time but it was a miracle of Prophet Mohammad  that the 

glorification of Allah  by pebbles was heard by the companions when 

these pebbles were in the palm of Prophet Mohmmad . 

Abdullah bin Masoud  narrated that, “We used to eat meals 

with Prophet Mohammad  and we used to hear by our ears the 

glorification of Allah  by the meal served there.”       (Bukhari) 

Jabar bin Samra  مسرج تِ ترجا  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  

said, “I recognize that stone in Makkah which used to say salam to me 

even before I became a Prophet. I even recognize it now.”     

         (Muslim)  

Abu Saeed Khudhri   اخلدري سعيد أتى narrated that Prophet 

Mohammad  said, “People, Jinn, trees and stones listen to Aazan and 

they shall witness the belief of Muezzin on the day of Judgment.”  

      (Ibn Majah) 

Hence every thing including mountains glorify Allah . The 

actual miracle of Dawud  was that the glorification of Allah  by the 

mountains could be heard by human ears. 

Although Prophet Dawud  was a great emperor but he did not 

wish to take a single penny from the government funds for his 

personal and family needs. He used to do various jobs with his own 

hands to earn his living like an ordinary person. He used to pray to 

Allah  to make such labor easy for him so that at no time in life he 

would need to depend on government funds.  
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Prophet Mohammad  said, “Any earning made by a person by 

his own hand is the best earning. Indeed, Prophet Dawud  used to 

earn his living by his own hands.”       (Bukhari) 

Hafiz Ibn Hajr said, “Although it is permissible for a Caliph of 

Islam to take reasonable amount from the government treasury to 

meet the basic needs of his family, it is, however, better that he finds 

alternative, honest means to earn his living”. For example Caliph 

Abu Bakar  repaid all the funds to the government treasury before his 

death which he had borrowed in the form of a stipend during his 

Caliphate. 

Allah  granted the prayer of Prophet Dawud  for making his 

daily living easier for him since he had also to fulfill the 

responsibilities of running the affairs of a very vast kingdom. Allah  

made the iron soft for him. Saba # 10 

    

And we made the iron soft for him. 

Also in Al-Anbiya # 80 

           

And We taught him the making of metal coats (for battles), to 

protect you in your fighting. Are you then grateful?  

This was another miracle of Prophet Dawud  . 

Syed Mahmood Alosi األىىسي حمَد سيد  has narrated from Qurtabi 

in Ruhul Maani ادلعاين روح  that Allah  taught Prophet Dawud  to make 

metal coats for battles which were not heavy for the soldiers. Soldiers' 

movements were not hindered in the battlefield by using these light 

iron coats. Nobody else was able to make such light iron coats before 

this time.   

It is important to point out that we should not look down upon 

people who work with their own hands or work in factories. Ignorant 

people indulge in name calling to iron smiths and other handymen. 
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We should be proud of these workers since they are following the 

footprints and sunnah of Dawud . 

Allah  bestowed many unique favors upon Prophet Dawud  

and Prophet Sulaiman . With these bounties of Allah  they became 

more and more thankful to Him. Allah  reminds them about this 

mandatory thankfulness in Saba # 13 

         

Work you, O family of Dawud (David), with thanks! But few of 

My slaves are grateful. 

Ibn-e-Kathir has mentioned that in the house of Prophet Dawud 

 and Prophet Sulaiman  the whole family had agreed upon such a 

schedule that at least one of them was always engaged in the 

remembrance of Allah  during the entire day and night. 

Prophet Mohammad  said that Allah  loved the prayer of 

Dawud  the most. Prophet Dawud   used to sleep first half of the 

night, then used to pray for one third of the night and then used to 

sleep for the remaining one sixth of the night. Similarly Allah loved 

the fasting of Dawud  the most. Dawud  used to fast on alternate 

days which are the hardest.     (Bukhari, and Muslim) 

Tirmidhi and Imam Abu Bakr Al Jassas اجلظاص تنر أتى  have 

narrated from Atta-bin-Yasar يسار تِ عطاء , that when verse # 13 of Saba 

was revealed to Prophet Mohammad , he mounted his pulpit and after 

reciting this verse said, “If someone does three things, his reward will 

be similar to Prophet Dawud ”. His companions inquired humbly, 

“What are those, O Prophet of Allah ?” Prophet Mohammad  said, 

“To do justice when one is angry or at peace; to follow the middle 

path in adversity as well as in affluence; and to fear Allah both openly 

and secretly”.(Qurtabi, Ahkam-ul-Quran) 
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When more and more favors of Allah  were bestowed upon 

Prophet Dawud , Allah  reminded his family to engage themselves 

more and more  in thankfulness of Allah . 

It is narrated by Fadheel  bin Ayyad  that when this reminder of 

thankfulness was revealed to Prophet Dawud , he said, “O Allah, 

how can  I fulfil  this instruction of Yours since offering of 

thankfulness is also one of Your bounties which itself requires 

thankfulness to You.” Allah said, “O Dawud, now you have thanked 

Me fully since you have understood and recognized your limits”. 

May Allah  grant us this humbleness of Prophet Dawud . 

(Ameen) 

 

 

VISITATION   ETIQUETTES 
 

The etiquettes of visitation are an important aspect of the 

Islamic way of life. It demonstrates how Islam emphasizes human 

rights and social justice in daily life. Any carelessness or departure 

from these etiquettes invades others‟ privacy and somewhat terrifies 

them. Islam means „peace‟ in all phases and forms of life. It is, 

therefore, very important to understand the guidance of Allah  in 

order to promote peace in a society. Allah  says in An-Nur # 27-29. 

             

               

                 

                

O you who believe! Enter not houses other than your own, until 

you have asked permission and greeted those in them; that is better 

for you, in order that you may remember. And if you find no one 

therein, still, enter not until permission has been given. And if you are 
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asked to go back, go back, for it is purer for you. And Allah is All-

Knower of what you do. There is no sin on you that you enter (without 

taking permission) houses not used for living, (when) you have any 

interest in them. And Allah has knowledge of what you reveal and 

what you conceal.  

Hence we are not allowed to enter a house without the 

permission of the owner. It is also prohibited to peep inside the house 

when the door is opened for you. This instruction is described in detail 

in the above verses. Houses are divided into four categories. Islamic 

manners and prohibitions are then described for each category.  

In the first category is your own house in which you live alone. 

Obviously there is no need to get anybody‟s permission to enter it. 

Hence it is not mentioned specifically in the above verses. 

In the second category are the houses in which other people live. 

You are not allowed to enter these houses without saying „Salaam‟ to 

the residents and then seeking their permission to enter it. There is a 

great deal of wisdom in it, which will be described in later part of this 

article. You should enter the house only if permission is granted by 

the resident. 

In the third category are the houses, which are vacant, or nobody 

seems to be present in the house at that time. You are again not 

allowed to enter such houses. Nobody is allowed to transgress others‟ 

property without their permission even if it is vacant. Islam advocates 

such high standards and, indeed, high respect for others and their 

properties. 

The fourth category of the houses is those which are made for 

the use and benefit of the general public. Examples of these are 

railway stations, schools, restaurants and rest houses. You are 

permitted to enter these houses without formal permission.  
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The wisdom in these regulations is very fascinating. Allah says 

in the Quran: An-Nahl # 80 

      

And Allah has made for you in your homes an abode. 

Allah  has made your house for your total peace and tranquility.  

This peace can only be enjoyed if a person can operate in his 

house with complete privacy and freedom. Any form of intrusion from 

outside would destroy this peace. It is not allowed in Islam to interfere 

in other‟s freedom. It would amount to intentionally harming the 

other, which is „haram‟ or not permissible in Islam. 

Besides, if we visit a person with his permission, we are well 

received. He will not only respect us but also will try to help us as 

much as he can. On the contrary, if we impose ourselves on him, we 

will be actually terrifying him with this uncalled for intrusion. 

Obviously he will try to get rid of us as fast as he can without 

rendering any help in any form. 

When we say „salaam‟ to a person even before seeking his 

permission to enter the house, we are cultivating a love bond between 

us. „Salaam‟ means that you are totally safe from my hand and tongue. 

„Salaam‟ is a supplication for him expressing that he may be saved 

from all grief. „Salaam‟ is also a declaration and promise of mutual 

respect, honor and dignity. How wonderful would it be to start an 

interaction in this manner? On the contrary, if a person does not say 

„Salaam‟ and then seek permission for entry into another‟s house, he 

is definitely harassing and terrifying the other. Islam intends to cut 

roots of such terrorism by advocating social manners and etiquettes. 

These regulations are also to prevent moral corruption. For 

example, if a person enters other‟s house without permission, he may 

come across the wife or daughters of the resident. Satan may put 



 37 

wrong ideas in the visitor‟s mind. Many such moral corruptions can 

be prevented if Allah‟s  guidance is followed. 

Last but not least, it is to preserve the privacy of the residents. 

For example, a resident may be engaged in some private activity in his 

home which he does not want others to know. In Islam, it is not 

allowed to look for others‟ secrets. Allah  says in Al-Hujurat # 12 

         Do not spy on others 

It is narrated by Qurtubi , Prophet Mohammad  said, “Do not 

backbite. Don‟t look for others‟ secrets, since anybody who looks for 

the secrets of Muslims, Allah  will reveal his secrets. Furthermore, if 

Allah  chooses to look for a person‟s secrets, that person is disgraced 

even in his own home.” 

Hence these regulations of visitation are a fair and balanced 

solution of many social evils. These regulations are not on paper only. 

Prophet Muhammad  and his companions practiced them and created 

a very enviable Muslim society. Some of those situations are 

mentioned here by way of illustration.  

Imam Malik has mentioned in his book Muwatta ادلىطأ, as 

narrated by Atta bin Yasar يسار تِ عطاء  that one person came to Prophet 

Mohammad  and asked, “Should I ask permission to enter my 

mother‟s house?”  Prophet Mohammad  said, “Yes”. The person said, 

“Dear Prophet, I live with my mother in that house”. He was again 

told not to enter the house without permission. The person added, 

“Dear Prophet, I am mostly there with my mother to serve her.” 

Prophet Mohammad  said, “You must seek permission first. Would 

you like to see your mother improperly dressed?” He said, “No.” The 

prophet said, “That is why permission is necessary to avoid any 

mishap like that.” 

Ibn-e-Kathir has mentioned that it is not mandatory to get 

permission for entry if your wife is living in a house all alone. It is, 
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however, appropriate to do so. For example, wife of Abdulla bin 

Masood  said, “My husband used to knock on the door before 

entering the house so that he did not see me in a condition which he 

did not like.”  

The correct ways of getting permission is to first offer „Salaam‟, 

then knock the door, or ring the bell. If a resident inquires about your 

identity, you should promptly give your full name. It is wrong to 

remain quiet or to say “I”.  This will create anxiety, apprehension or 

terror in the mind of the resident. 

If there is no answer from inside the house after you say 

„Salaam‟ followed by knocking on the door, please repeat this drill 

another two times. If there is still no answer, you should not enter the 

house.  

There are many other similar situations, which need to be 

mentioned here for clarity. If a resident of a house requests you to 

visit him another time, you must fulfill his wish. You should not mind 

his request since he may have a genuine excuse. You are in any case 

not allowed to impose yourself on others. 

Islam is very fair and a balanced religion. It also recognizes the 

rights of visitors. Prophet Muhammad  said,  

َّ  َحقا ًً َعَيِيَل ِىَسِوِرَك ِإ
Your visitors have right to visit you. 

Hence it is the duty of the resident to come out and greet his 

visitor. He should not turn away his visitor without a genuine reason. 

It will be helpful to add here that the buildings for public use 

may have their local conditions for entry. These conditions must also 

be obeyed. For example, you cannot enter on the platform of a railway 

station without buying a ticket for it. Similarly there may be a 

residence for the manager of this property. We are not allowed to 

enter such houses without permission. 
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Islamic scholars have drawn many inferences from the above 

discussions. A few examples are given below: 

1. It is not proper to call a person on phone at the time of his sleep 

except in the case of extreme emergency. Similarly it is not 

allowed to call him at the time of his obligatory prayer. It is 

intrusion on the freedom and privacy of a person and harms him 

just like we harm him by entering his house without permission. 

2. If you have to call a person on phone quite often, please ask for 

an appropriate time for calling him. Make sure that you follow his 

guidelines. 

3. If you have to make a long conversation on phone, it is advisable 

to ask the other person if he has time to engage in longer 

conversation. 

4. If some one calls you on phone, you should pick the phone since 

caller has the right to talk to you. 

5. If you visit someone, don‟t stand in front of the door. You may 

invade the privacy of a resident on his opening the door. Do not 

peep inside the house.      It is 

narrated by Sahl bin Saad  سعد تِ سهو  that whenever Prophet 

Mohammad  visited a house, he never stood in front of the door. 

He always stationed himself on the right or left side of the door 

and then used to ask for permission after „Salaam‟.                                

      (Bukhari and Muslim) 

6. In case of emergencies like fire or accident, it is allowed to enter 

others‟ houses without their permission. One should rather hurry 

to help others. 

7. Prophet Mohammad  said, “If you send for a person with your 

messenger, the visitor may enter the house with the messenger 

without seeking formal permission. Company of the messenger is 
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equivalent to permission for entry in the house.                                                               

(Abu Dawud) 

In fact the modern terrorism is due to the disobedience of these 

social regulations which the Creator has provided us centuries ago.  

Al-Mulk # 14 

        

Should not He Who has created know? And He is the Most Kind 

and Courteous, All-Aware (of everything). 

Many people are living a miserable life in spite of all the 

modern amenities and facilities available to them. This fear and 

apprehension is because of ignoring the laws of the Creator. 

Islam emphasizes to follow these social regulations when 

visiting Muslims as well as non-Muslims. These regulations are not 

for the poor and ordinary people only. Islam emphasizes that these 

regulations should also be observed by the rich and those holding high 

offices. Islam treats everyone equally. It is another proof that Islam is 

a true and natural religion. 

There are also visiting etiquettes for the members of a household 

living under the same roof. These are described in great detail in An-

Nur # 58-59  

             

                

               

              

            

O you who believe! Let your slaves and slave-girls, and those 

among you who have not come to the age of puberty ask your 

permission (before they come to your presence) on three occasions: 

before Fajr (morning) Salat, and while you put off your clothes for the 
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noonday (rest), and after the „Isha‟ Salat. (These) three times are of 

privacy for you; other than these times there is no sin on you or on 

them to move about, attending to each other. Thus Allah makes clear 

the Ayat to you. And Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. And when the 

children among you come to puberty, then let them (also) ask for 

permission, as those senior to them (in age). Thus Allah makes clear 

His Ayat (Commandments and legal obligations) for you. And Allah is 

All-Knowing, All-Wise.   

Hence the parents must train their children to learn these 

manners.  Furthermore, those who follow these etiquettes in the 

household would observe these when visiting other homes.   

By following these manners, the life becomes very organized, 

dignified and respectable at home as well as outside. Such society 

definitely enjoys peace, tranquility, honor and dignity.    

I hope that if we follow these social regulations we can cut 

down the roots of modern barbarism and terrorism and lead a life of 

mutual respect, dignity and honor and be proud of each other. 

 

RESPECT FOR THE PARENTS 

 
 Every religion and culture agrees about treating the parents 

respectfully. However the approach of Quran is unique. Whenever 

Allah  reminds the people about His obedience and worship, it is 

usually followed by the guidance about the obedience and respect for 

the parents. For example, it is mentioned very briefly but very 

emphatically in Surah Luqman # 14  
       

Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final 

destination. 
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We should not forget that just as the rights of Allah  are 

obligatory, the rights of people are also important. But among the 

people, the rights of parents are the foremost. Al-Ahqaf # 15-18 

            

                 

                

               

               

                  

                  

  

And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful and kind to his 

parents. His mother bears him with hardship. And she brings him 

forth with hardship, and the bearing of him, and the weaning of him is 

thirty months, till when he attains full strength and reaches forty 

years, he says: “My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may 

be grateful for Your Favor which You have bestowed upon me and 

upon my parents, and that I may do good deeds, such as please You, 

and make my offspring good. Truly, I have turned to You in 

repentance, and truly, I am one of the Muslims (submitting to Your 

Will).” They are those from whom We shall accept the best of their 

deeds and overlook their evil deeds. (They shall be) among the 

dwellers of Paradise - a promise of truth, which they have been 

promised. But he who says to his parents: “Fie upon you both! Do 

you hold out the promise to me that I shall be raised up (again) when 

generations before me have passed away (without rising)?” While 

they (father and mother) invoke Allah for help (and rebuke their son): 

“Woe to you! Believe! Verily, the Promise of Allah is true.” But he 

says: “This is nothing but the tales of the ancient.” They are those 

against whom the Word (of torment) is justified among the previous 
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generations of jinn and mankind that have passed away. Verily, they 

are ever the losers. 

Allah  has ordered and has insisted upon the people to treat the 

parents with dignity and respect. Among the parents, the mother has 

more rights than the father for the reason mentioned in above verses. 

Prophet Mohammad  said: 

ََّل ْوِط َّ أ َّل َث َّ أ َّل ُث َّ أ َّ َأَتاَك ُث  َفَأِدَّاَك َأِدََّل ُث
 “Serve your mother, then your mother, then your mother, then 

your father, then nearer relatives then those who came after them as 

relatives.” 

Allah  has indeed given this status of high dignity and respect 

to every mother for several reasons. 

1. She experiences extreme hardship in bearing and in giving birth 

to the child. 

2. She provides pre birth and post birth nourishment to the child. 

3. Mostly the woman brings her child up and serves the need of the 

child day and night. 

4. She teaches and trains the child. The psychologists say that the 

education and training during the first few years of a child‟s life is 

the determining factor in making his future personality. True all 

great men have great mothers. 

Above all, this respect for a mother is mandatory because Allah 

 has ordered us so. Unfortunately many mothers misuse this privilege 

and honor accorded to her by Allah . Many mothers take partial or 

total control of the children and they prefer to follow the dictates of 

their mother. It makes the father somewhat ineffective. So much so 

that such mothers pitch the children against the father in various 

family matters and the family structure is somewhat weakened and at 

times it collapses. These mothers forget the other instructions of Allah  

 in the same Quran. An-Nisa # 34. 
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Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because 

Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and because they spend 

(to support them) from their means. Therefore the righteous women 

are devoutly obedient (to Allah and to their husbands), and guard in 

the husband‟s absence what Allah orders them to guard (e.g. their 

chastity, their husband‟s property).  

Allah  has given more instructions in the Quran about the 

family life than any other matter since the stability of the family life is 

the most important thing in the eyes of Allah . This unislamic 

behavior of some mothers and their harassment towards their husband 

is very destructive. It decreases the reward of such mothers with Allah 

 for the various services they have rendered to the family. Some 

mothers realize their mistake in the later part of their lives when they 

are caught up in the problems originated by them. It is too late to 

mend the damage since the destruction is done. The children whom 

they love are the biggest losers. 

In fact any mischievous plot or a practice against the teachings 

of Quran and Hadith fires back on the maker of such plot. Fatir # 43 

      

But the evil plot encompasses only him who makes it. 

I am sure many would agree with the above analysis but it 

requires great courage and consciousness of Allah  to avoid this self 

created destruction of family life and the Muslim society. 

Very detailed instructions are given for our duty to our parents 

in Al-Isra # 23-25 

              

                 



 45 

                

      

And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. And 

that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of them or both of them 

attain old age in your life, say not to them a word of disrespect, nor 

shout at them but address them in terms of honor. And lower unto 

them the wing of submission and humility through mercy, and say: 

“My Lord! Bestow on them Your Mercy as they did bring me up when 

I was young.” Your Lord knows best what is in your inner-selves. If 

you are righteous, then, verily, He is Ever Most Forgiving to those 

who turn unto Him again and again in obedience, and in repentance. 

 In these verses Allah  has also instructed us to worship Him 

Alone and be good to our parents. Hence respect for the parents is 

incumbent upon a person. There are several traditions to further 

educate us about it. 

One time a person asked Prophet Mohammad , “What action, 

on part of a person, Allah  loves the most?” Prophet said, “To pray at 

its appointed time, “The person asked, “What action Allah  loves next 

in this order?” Prophet  said, “To treat your parents nicely.”  

        (Bukhari) 

Abdullah bin Omer  narrated that one person requested Prophet 

Mohammad  to allow him to join the jihad. Mohammad  asked him, 

“Are your parents alive?” He said, “Yes, indeed.” Mohammad  said, 

“Serving your parents is the jihad for you.”                         

     (Bukhari) 

Quran is instructing and insisting on showing the maximum 

possible respect for the parents. It also means that we should show 

respect to those who are related to our parents and those who are close 

friends of our parents. 
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Abdullah bin Omer  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  said, 

“If you show respect to the friends of your father, you have, in a way, 

displayed respect for your father.”   (Bukhari) 

In the above verses of Al-Isra, Allah  has reminded us about 

our helplessness and total dependence on our parents during our 

childhood. Our parents fulfilled our wishes cheerfully and lovingly. It 

is mandatory for the children to treat their parents accordingly. 

Although, parents must be respected all the time, extreme care, 

consideration and love must be accorded to the parents if they happen 

to be old.  

Very specific and important instructions are given by Allah  :  

1. Don‟t say even a word of disrespect to them. 

2. Don‟t shout at them. 

3. Talk to parents very humbly and kindly. 

4. Act very submissively and gently to them. This humility should 

display mercy for them. The humility should be from your heart 

and not as a show business. 

5. It is not possible for a person to give all kinds of comfort to his 

parents, since you can only serve them to the best of your ability. 

Hence, it is necessary to make the following supplication. 

“O Allah , please show mercy to my parents as they used to 

show mercy to me in my childhood.”  

We should continue making this supplication even after their 

death. We should not forget that Allah  taught this beautiful Dua to us 

for our beloved parents. 

In the above quoted verse # 25 of Al-Isra, Allah  is consoling us 

that if something comes out of our mouths about our parents because 

of our carelessness or extreme hardship, Allah  will not punish us for 

it as long as we repent. Allah  knows what is deep in our hearts. 

Old age is a very difficult stage of life. Ya-sin # 68 
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And he whom We grant long life - We reverse him in creation 

(weakness after strength). Will they not then understand? 

 

Qurtubi has mentioned a very interesting event, narrated by 

Jabber bin Abdullah . 

One person came to Prophet Mohammad  and complained that 

his father has taken over all his wealth. Prophet Mohammad  said to 

him, “Go and bring your father with you.” In the meanwhile Jibreel  

came to Prophet Mohammad  and said to him, “When his father 

comes here, ask him about the words he uttered to himself which even 

his own ears didn‟t listen”. When the young man brought his father, 

Prophet Mohammad  asked him, “How come your son is 

complaining that you have taken all his wealth?” 

The father requested the Prophet  “Please ask my son where do 

I spent this money apart from spending it for his aunt and for my 

personal need?” 

The Prophet  said, “That‟s it. Everything is clear to me now.” 

The Prophet  asked the father, “What words did you utter to 

yourself whom even your own ears did not hear?”  

This person was amazed at this remark and said, “It is indeed a 

miracle that you know about it. The fact is that I did utter some pieces 

of poetry in my heart quietly which even my own ears did not hear.” 

The Prophet  asked him to recite this poetry for them. This person 

recited a beautiful poetry in Arabic. The translation of the poem is as 

follows: 

I gave you food in your childhood and supported you even after 

you had attained youth. All your expenses were on my 

shoulders. 
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I used to be awake all night and used to be very perturbed when 

you fell ill at night. It was as if your illness was my illness and 

wept for it all night. 

The fear of your death was always haunting my mind although I 

knew that death will occur only at its appointed time which 

can‟t be altered at all. 

When you reached this mature age, which I always longed for, 

you usually reacted to me harshly and always gave me bad talk. 

You behaved to me as if you were doing some sort of personal 

favor to me. 

Alas! If you did not wish to fulfill my rights as your father, you 

could have treated me like an acceptable neighbor. 

I wish that you should have at least fulfilled my rights as your 

neighbor and not acted as a miser in spending my own money 

on me. 

On listening to this thrilling poem, the Prophet Mohammad  

grabbed the neck of this young man and said to him, 

ٍَاُىَل َأَِّت  أَلِتِيَل َو
    “Go, you and your wealth all are for your father.” 

In another Hadith, Abu Hurairah  narrated that Prophet 

Mohammad  rose to the first step of his pulpit for an address and 

said:  (ٌَ ُٔ َرِغ (َأُِّف “He ruined himself totally.” 

Then he rose to the second step and repeated these words. 

Finally he rose to the third step and repeated these words the third 

time. His companions asked, “ O Prophet of Allah , who ruined 

himself?” Mohammad  said, “A person who witnesses the month of 

Ramadhan and does not get his sins forgiven from Allah ,a person 

who doesn‟t send salam to me when he hears my name, a person who 

sees his old parents and could not enter Paradise.”                                                                        

 (Muslim) 
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In other words all these three things would definitely lead a 

person to paradise if he followed Allah‟s guidance. 

May Allah  create sincere respect in our hearts for our parents 

and grant us paradise through them. (Ameen) 

 

INTEREST OR USURY  

 
Dealing in interest or usury is totally forbidden or haram for 

Jews, Christians and Muslims as they received guidance from one and 

the same God. Allah  knows that interest is extremely destructive for 

any group of people at any place and time. Jews and Christians have 

openly violated this law of Allah . They have also imposed it on the 

people of other faiths so much so that these people of other faiths are 

deeply buried in it and do not find a way out of this hardship. An-

Nisa# 160-161 

              

              

  

For the wrong-doing of the Jews, We made unlawful for them 

certain good foods which had been lawful for them - and for their 

hindering many from Allah‟s Way; And their taking of Riba (usury) 

though they were forbidden from taking it and their devouring of 

men's substance wrongfully (bribery). And We have prepared for the 

disbelievers among them a painful torment. 

Many of the Muslims are also caught up in this wave of 

destruction. They try to find ways to go around the law of Allah . 

Some times they give lame excuses to justify their involvement in 

interest bearing activities. It is, therefore, essential to review the 

guidance provided by Quran and Hadith pertaining to interest. 
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Very detailed guidance is given in Surah Al-Baqarah # 275 -276 

& 278-280 

             

                 

                

            

Those who eat usury will not stand (on the Day of Resurrection) 

except like the standing of a person beaten by Satan leading him to 

insanity. That is because they say: “Trading is only like usury,” 

whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden usury. So 

whosoever receives an admonition from his Lord and stops eating 

usury shall not be punished for the past; his case is for Allah (to 

judge); but whoever returns to usury, such are the dwellers of the Fire 

- they will abide therein. Allah will destroy usury and will give 

increase for Sadaqat (deeds of charity, alms, etc.) And Allah likes not 

the disbelievers, sinners. 

There is a warning from Allah for those who do not give up 

usury and play games with the guidance of Allah SWT. Surah Al 

Baqarah #278-280 

                 

              

 

 

O you who believe! Be afraid of Allah and give up what remains 

(due to you) from usury (from now onward), if you are (really) 

believers. And if you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah 

and His Messenger but if you repent, you shall have your capital 

sums. Deal not unjustly, and you shall not be dealt with unjustly. And 

if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), then grant him time till 
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it is easy for him to repay, but if you remit it by way of charity, that is 

better for you if you did but know. 

According to the view of many scholars a person involved in 

interest   will be raised in his grave as if Satan has over powered him 

and he will be acting crazy as mentioned in Al Baqarah Verse #276 

given above. He will, therefore, be easily identified. This is because 

he made fun of the law of Allah  by saying that interest is identical to 

trade since both involve some amount of profit. On the other hand, 

Allah  ,Who created everything knows  the best, and HE by His 

Grand Wisdom made interest haram and the trading halal.  Al-Mulk # 

14 

        

Should not He Who has created know? And He is the Most Kind 

and Courteous (to His slaves), All-Aware (of everything). 

Note that by giving charity, a person gives his wealth to others 

and it somewhat reduces his capital. By charging interest a person 

receives money from others on top of his capital. Quran explains this 

contradiction. A person who gives charity does so for the sake of 

Allah  and for the reward from Allah  on the Day of Judgment. This 

reward is immense. Hence his capital and benefits have actually 

grown. The person who charges interest will have no blessing in his 

wealth and trade and he will be definitely a loser on the Day of 

Judgment.   

One day Prophet Mohammad  slaughtered a lamb. Prophet 

Mohammad  went out of his house for some engagements. His wife 

Aisha عْها اهلل ضير  gave away most of the lamb in charity. On his 

return Prophet Mohammad  asked his wife, “How much lamb is 

left?” She said, “All is gone except this one piece.” Prophet 

Mohammad  said, “What is gone is left and what is left is lost.” 
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Hence anything given in charity is preserved and grows in the sight of 

Allah . 

Moreover a rich person involved in interest can go bankrupt 

anytime but the rewards of charity are permanent and everlasting. 

Similarly a person involved in interest may buy all the amenities of 

the life but it does not guarantee his restful sleep and peace of mind. 

On the other hand a person who gives charity will not only have peace 

of mind but his reward on the Day of Judgment will be tremendous.. 

Prophet Mohammad  said. “However large interest may be, its 

end result is always shortage.” 

  (Musnad Ahmad & Ibn-Majah) 

Allah  says in Al-Baqarah # 279, that if you repent your 

previous involvement in interest, you will be entitled to your original 

capital. If you don‟t repent, you will lose your original capital as well. 

Finally, Islam guides towards fellow feeling and an exemplary 

behavior towards the poor as opposed to exploitation of the poor by 

the usury system. Allah  says that if you find a debtor in hardship and 

he is unable to return your original capital right away, you should 

extend his payment time till he is able to do so. If, however, you 

totally forgive him and remit it, it would be an act of great generosity 

on your part. 

This clearly shows that the usury system is there to exploit the 

poor and needy. Allah‟s  charity system is to help the poor and needy 

so that they can survive and perpetuate in the life without much 

distress. 

Prophet Mohammad  said, “If somebody extends the payment 

period of poor, his reward will be as if he donated this amount in 

charity everyday of the extension period. This will apply when the 

period of payment has not expired and the extension was granted. If, 

however, you give extension after the period of payment has expired, 
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then the reward will be twice of that stated above.                       

    (Musnad Ahmad) 

Allah  also says in Aal-Imran # 130 

            

 

O you who believe! Eat not Riba, usury, doubled and multiplied, 

but fear Allah that you may be successful. 

The verses of Surah Al-Baqarah were, revealed in the eighth 

year of Hijra and in view of the seriousness of this subject the 

companions of Prophet Mohammad  were very particular about it.  

Prophet Mohammad    announced that this Islamic law about usury 

was equally applicable to both Muslims and non-Muslims. Non-

Muslims owed a large amount of interest to Abbas , the uncle of the 

Prophet . Abbas  remitted or forgave his debtors a huge amount of 

the principal and the related interest, submitting himself to the will of 

Allah .  

Prophet Mohammad  said to his companions, “Save yourself 

from seven things, since they are extremely harmful.” Companions 

asked, “What are they?” He  said, “To make partners with Allah , to 

perform magic, to kill others unjustly, to involve in usury, to devour 

an orphan‟s wealth to run away in a battlefield to blame a pious 

woman.”    (Bukari and Muslim) 

Prophet Mohammad  also said, “Curse is on the one who takes 

interest and also on the one who gives interest. Curse is also on those 

who write and witness these documents as long as they know that it 

involves interest. All are equal in sin."         (Muslim) 

When Prophet Mohammad  reached seventh heaven during 

Miraaj, he passed by a community of people. He saw that the bellies 

of the residents of this community were blown up and looked like a 

residential house. Their bellies were filled with snakes which were 
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visible from outside. He asked Jibriel,  “Who are these people?” 

Jibriel  said, “These people were involved in usury.”    

         (Musnad Ahmad)  

Definitely Muslim scholars and governments of Islamic 

countries have to come up with a workable banking system to rescue 

the Muslims. The will of scholars, government officials and the will of 

people have to play an important role. 

There are some legal financial institutions in a few countries 

which do offer interest free investments. For example, there is North 

American Islamic Trust in America which is legally established and 

runs its affairs very close to Islamic laws. It has an enviable track 

record of about twenty years. It has a sister institution in Canada 

which follows Canadian financial laws as well as Islamic laws. There 

could be other such institutions in European and Asian countries. 

Unfortunately, when Muslims are introduced to these institutions, they 

show their reservations and disinterest simply because they are run by 

their Muslim brothers. This is not a healthy approach. Muslims should 

at least try to get written details of these institutions and then cool 

mindedly evaluate them. No project can grow without the support of 

general public. It is definitely sinful to totally close eyes on these 

Islamic financial institutions with lame excuses and support the 

interest bearing bodies. 

May Allah  give us the courage and co-operation to come out of 

this mess. Ameen. 

 ــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــ

(For reader‟s interest) 

North American Islamic Trust (.email.info@nait.net) 

Address: 721 Enterprise Drive, Oak Brook,Il 60523 U.S.A. 

Phone # (630) 789-9191 Fax # (630) 789-9455 

 This office is located in Chicago, U.S.A. 

%%% 
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PROPHETS AND THE PEOPLE 
 

Allah  sent Prophets among all the nations to provide them 

guidance. An-Nahl # 36 

           

And verily, we have sent among every nation a Messenger 

(proclaiming): “Worship Allah (Alone) and do not worship all false 

deities.” 

Similarly in Fatir # 24 

        

And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among 

them. 

And in Ar-Raad # 7 

    

And to every people there is a guide. 

We know some of these Prophets from Quran and many others 

are not known to us. 

These Prophets guided people to live a pious, peaceful and 

honorable life. The Prophets did not ask for any kind of reward from 

the people for this sincere service to the mankind. 

For example, Prophet Lout  said: Ash-Shuara # 164 

            

No reward do I ask of you for it. My reward is only from the 

Lord of all universes. 

The selfless service and commitment of the Prophets is amazing 

while the typical response of the people is very stunning. For example, 

Nuh  lived among his people for nine hundred and fifty years. The 

scene of his continuous preaching for nine hundred and ten years is 

described in Nuh # 5-12 
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He said: “O my Lord! Verily, I have called to my people night 

and day. But all my calling added nothing but to (their) flight (from 

the truth). And verily, every time I called unto them that You might 

forgive them, they thrust their fingers into their ears, covered 

themselves up with their garments, and persisted (in their refusal), 

and magnified themselves in pride. Then verily, I called to them 

openly (aloud). Then verily, I proclaimed to them in public, and I have 

appealed to them in private. I said (to them): “Ask forgiveness from 

your Lord. Verily, He is Oft-Forgiving; He will send rain to you in 

abundance. And give you increase in wealth and children, and bestow 

on you gardens and bestow on you rivers.” 

We notice that Prophet Nuh  invited his people during day and 

during night, secretly and openly, sometimes loudly and sometimes 

quietly. All he was saying to them was to ask forgiveness from Allah  

for their sins since He is extremely forgiving and merciful. For 

example when people ask for forgiveness from Allah , He sends 

down rain for them as a token of His mercy for them. Rain brings 

forth crops and abundance of wealth and prosperity.  

People, however, acted very funny to the call of Nuh . They 

thrust their fingers in their ears signaling Nuh  that they did not want 

to listen to him whatever he had to say. Some people covered 

themselves fully with clothes as if they did not wish to have anything 

to do with Nuh . Putting it in a blunt way they were telling their 

prophet to get lost and not to bother them with whatever he had to say. 

People were very arrogant and mean to Nuh . As described by 
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Dhihak ,Ibn Abbas  narrated that people used to beat Prophet Nuh  

till he collapsed. They wrapped him in a blanket and dumped him in a 

house hoping that he was dead. As Prophet Nuh  revived, he prayed 

to Allah  to forgive his people since they did not understand. In this 

way he preached his people for three generations since he was granted 

a very long life as a miracle from Allah . Nuh  hoped that the new 

generation would pay more heed to his message. Unfortunately every 

new generation turned out worse than its predecessor. In nine hundred 

and fifty years very few people accepted the guidance.    

It is also typical that often the poor people accept the guidance 

more readily. This annoys the rich since they do not want to be in the 

company of the poor people. Ash-Shuara # 111-115 

                

                   

They said: “Shall we believe in you, when the meanest (of the 

people) follow you?” He said: “And what knowledge have I of what 

they used to do? Their account is only with my Lord, if you could (but) 

know. And I am not going to drive away the believers. I am only a 

plain warner.” 

 It is interesting to note that when King of Habsha asked Jaffer 

, “What kind of people have accepted guidance of Prophet 

Mohammad ?” Jaffer  said, “Mostly they are poor people”. King of 

Habsha concluded that Prophet Mohammad  was definitely a truly 

guided messenger of Allah  since this was the case with all the 

previous Prophets. 

Typical response of rich people to their Prophets is described in 

Quran. Saba # 34-35 
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And We did not send a warner to a township but those who were 

given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them said: “We believe 

not in the (Message) with which you have been sent.” And they say: 

“We are more in wealth and in children, and we are not going to be 

punished.” 

Allah  says to these rich people. Saba # 37 

              

          

And it is not your wealth, nor your children that bring you 

nearer to Us (i.e. please Allah), but only he who believes (in the 

Islamic Monotheism), and does righteous deeds (will please Us); as 

for such, there will be twofold reward for what they did, and they will 

reside in the high dwellings (Paradise) in peace and security. 

People consider it a great disrespect to their forefathers if they 

followed a different way of life than that of their forefathers. This is 

the biggest obstacle in accepting the guidance of Allah . Al-Baqarah # 

170 

                 

      

When it is said to them: “Follow what Allah has sent down.” 

They say: “Nay! We shall follow what we found our fathers 

following.” (Would they do that?) Even though their fathers did not 

understand anything nor were they guided? 

Those who are seeking the truth sincerely casting away all forms 

of prejudices and hang ups, Allah  will surely show them the „Right 

Path.‟ Al-Ankabut # 69 

          

As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will surely 

guide them to Our Paths. And verily Allah is with the Muhsinin (good 

doers)." 



 59 

May Allah  give us the courage and strength to search for the 

real truth. 

Most of the Prophets were sent to one nation or a territory. 

However, Prophet Mohammad  was sent to all the mankind. Saba 

#28 

             

And We have not sent you (O Muhammad ()) except as a giver 

of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind, but most of men know 

not. 

 Prophet Mohammad  is not only the prophet for all mankind 

but also the message of Allah  sent through him, will remain in the 

original form till „The day of Judgment. Al-Hijr # 9 

        

Verily, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr (i.e. the Qur'an) 

and surely, We will guard it (from corruption). 

Hence there is no need for another prophet.  Prophet 

Mohammad  is the last prophet. 

As narrated by Jabar, Prophet Muhammed  said, “Allah has 

granted me five gifts which were not given to any prophet before me. 

1. Allah  helped me in such a manner that the enemy remains afraid 

of me for a period of time equivalent to a journey of one month. 

2. Allah  allowed my followers to pray on any part of clean land 

and use clean dust for ablution if water is not available. 

3. My Ummah is permitted to make use of spoils of war or booty. 

4. Allah  will very kindly permit only me to make the major 

recommendations (اىنربي اىشفاعح)  for others on the day of 

Judgment. 

5. Other Prophets were sent to a particular nation or territory. I am 

sent as a messenger to mankind, Jinn and to all the universes.  

                      (Bukhari and Muslim) 
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How fortunate we are since Allah  has raised us among the 

followers of Prophet Mohammad . Mussab bin Saeed  said that we 

must make the following supplication in order to be an integral part of 

Ummah of Mohammad . Al-Hashr # 10 

            

            

"And those who came after them say: “Our Lord! Forgive us 

and our brethren who have preceded us in Faith, and put not in our 

hearts any hatred against those who have believed. Our Lord! You are 

indeed full of Kindness, Most Merciful.” 

%%% 

 

PROPHET SULAIMAN  
 

Prophet Sulaiman  (Solomon) was the son of Prophet Dawud  

(David). They were descendents of Prophet Ibrahim  (Abraham). 

Jews and Christians consider Sulaiman(AS) only a king and not 

a prophet. In Quran it is clearly mentioned that he was a prophet 

chosen by Allah . An-Nisa #163  
              

            

Verily, We have sent the revelation to you (O Mohammad ) as 

We sent the revelation to Nuh (Noah) and the Prophets after him; We 

(also) sent the revelation to Ibrahim (Abraham), Isma'il (Ishmael), 

Ishaq (Isaac), Ya'qub (Jacob), and Al-Asbat [the offspring of the 

twelve sons of Ya'qub (Jacob)], „Isa (Jesus), Ayyub (Job), Yunus 

(Jonah), Harun (Aaron), and Sulaiman (Solomon); and to Dawud 

(David) We gave the Zabur (Psalms).  

Prophet Sulaiman  was very witty from the very childhood. 

Allah  has described it in Al-Anbiya # 78-79 
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And (remember) Dawud and Sulaiman, when they gave 

Judgment in the case of the field in which the sheep of certain people 

had pastured at night; and We were witness to their Judgment. And We 

made Sulaiman to understand (the case); and to each of them We gave 

Hukm (right Judgment of the affairs and Prophethood) and knowledge. 

And We subjected the mountains and the birds to glorify Our Praises 

along with Dawud. And it was We Who were the doer (of all these 

things).  

Abdullah Ibn Masood , and Abdullah Ibn Abbas  said that two 

persons came to Prophet Dawud  with a dispute. The claimant said 

that the sheep of the other person had completely destroyed his crop. 

Prophet Dawud  said that the cost of his crop is equivalent to the 

flock of sheep. Hence the claimant should take over the flock of sheep 

as compensation for his crop. Sulaiman  was only eleven years old 

and happened to be sitting next to his father at that time. Sulaiman  

said, “Although it is a very fair decision but I humbly suggest that the 

flock of sheep should be given to the claimant temporarily to use their 

milk and wool. In the meanwhile the other person should work in the 

field of the claimant to bring about new crop. When the new crop fully 

revives, the flock of sheep should be returned to the real owner of the 

sheep. Prophet Dawud  loved this witty decision of his son. 

Imam Baghvi said that Prophet Dawud  died when Sulaiman  

was only thirteen years old. Allah  bestowed upon Sulaiman   vast 

kingdom and Prophethood of his father. Sulaiman  ruled for forty 

years and he started the construction of Bait-ul-Quds during the fourth 

year of his kingship. 
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Allah  gave Prophet Sulaiman  unique distinction in certain 

areas some of them are mentioned below. 

1. Like his father Dawud  he could understand the language 

of birds and animals. An-Namal # 15-16 

                

                

   

And indeed We gave knowledge to Dawud and Sulaiman, and 

they both said: “All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has 

preferred us above many of His believing slaves!” And Sulaiman 

inherited (the knowledge of) Dawud. He said: “O mankind! We have 

been taught the language of birds, and on us have been bestowed all 

things. This, verily, is an evident grace (from Allah).” 

2. Winds were put under complete control of Prophet Sulaiman 

.  

Al-Anbiya  # 81  
               

And to Sulaiman (We subjected) the wind strongly raging, 

running by his command towards the land which We had blessed. And 

of everything We are the All-Knower.  

and in Sad # 36   
         

So, We subjected to him the wind; it blew gently by his order 

whithersoever he willed,  

And also in Saba # 12  
      

And to Solomon (We subjected) the wind, its morning (stride 

from sunrise till midnoon) was a month's journey), and its afternoon 

(stride from the midday decline of the sun to sunset) was a month‟s 

journey i.e. in one day he could travel two months‟ journey). 



 63 

Here Quran has mentioned three things: 

First of all the winds were under his control.  Secondly even the 

severe and strong winds were very smooth and comfortable for 

Sulaiman . Thirdly, in spite of this soft and soothing effect, the winds 

were so fast that they enabled him to travel one month‟s journey 

during one morning only. Similarly he could travel one month‟s 

journey in one evening only. 

3. Sulaiman  loved to build magnificent buildings and castles. Allah  

facilitated it for him by providing him fountains of molten copper.  

Saba # 12  
                   

   

And We caused a fountain of (molten) copper to flow for him, 

and there were jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of his 

Lord. And whosoever of them turned aside from Our command, We 

caused him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire. 

Ibn-e- Kathir said that these fountains were in Yemen. 

4.Another distinct feature of the Sulaiman‟s  kingdom was that Allah 

 put all animals, birds and even Jinns in his control. In fact Sulaiman 

 requested Allah  to bestow upon him a kingdom such as shall not 

belong to any other after him.  Sad # 35  

                

He said: “My Lord! Forgive me, and bestow upon me a kingdom 

such as shall not belong to any other after me: Verily, You are the 

Bestower.” 

Allah  granted his prayer. Jinns used to do all kind of jobs for 

Sulaiman . Saba # 12-13 
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And there were jinn that worked in front of him, by the leave of 

his Lord. And whosoever of them turned aside from Our Command, 

We caused him to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire. They worked 

for him as he desired, (making) high rooms, images, basins as large as 

reservoirs, and (cooking) cauldrons fixed (in their places). “Work you, 

O family of Dawud, with thanks!” But few of My slaves are grateful.  

One important work assigned to the Jinns was to build Masjid  

al-Aqsa in a very magnificent and elaborate manner. It must be 

mentioned here that Sulaiman  only rebuilt this mosque just like 

Ibrahim  rebuilt Masjid-al-Haram in Makkah. The following hadith 

will be very pertinent here.  

One time Abu Dhur Al-Gaffari  asked Prophet Mohammad  

“Which masjid was built first in this world?” Prophet Mohammad  

said “Masjid-al-Haram.” Abu Dhur  asked which was the second one? 

Prophet   Mohammad  said “Masjid al-Aqsa”. Finally Abu Dhur  

asked, “How much time elapsed between these two events?” Prophet  

Mohammad said, “Forty years.”         

 (Bukari and Muslim) 

5. An interesting conversation of ants is mentioned in Quran, 

An-Namal # 16 -19  
                

                 

               

                 

           

And Sulaiman inherited (the knowledge of) Dawud. He said: “O 

mankind! We have been taught the language of birds, and on us have 

been bestowed all things. This, verily, is an evident grace (from 

Allah).” And there were gathered before Sulaiman his hosts of jinn 

and men, and birds, and they all were set in battle order (marching 
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forward). Till, when they came to the valley of the ants, one of the ants 

said: “O ants! Enter your dwellings, lest Sulaiman and his hosts 

should crush you, while they perceive not.” So he (Sulaiman) smiled, 

amused at her speech and said: “My Lord! Grant me the power and 

ability that I may be grateful for Your favors which You have bestowed 

on me and on my parents, and that I may do good deeds that will 

please You, and admit me by Your Mercy among Your righteous 

slaves.” 

In this way Allah  has demonstrated to the reader the miracles 

bestowed upon Dawud  and Sulaiman . They could even understand 

the language of such a tiny insect as Ant from even a long distance. 

This was a Sign of Allah  and a miracle of Sulaiman . This 

strengthens the faith of the reader in the power of Allah  and the 

favors He can bestow upon his chosen people. This event is so 

important that this chapter of the Quran is called „An-Namal‟ or „The 

Ant‟. 

Finally it should be noted that many shameful stories are 

fabricated about Sulaiman  and Dawud  during the translations of 

various Bibles available these days. May Allah  guide these 

storytellers to the uncorrupted guidance of Allah  in the form of Quran 

and the authentic sayings of the Prophet Mohammad . (Ameen). 

%%% 

 

QUEEN SABA 
 

Ibn-e-Kathir said that Saba was the title of the kings of Yemen 

and Queen Saba was one of them. They ruled there about one 

thousand years before the birth of Prophet Isa . Queen Saba 

surrendered her dynasty to Prophet Sulaiman  about nine hundred 

and fifty years before the birth of Isa . The Quran neither mentions 

the real name of Queen Saba nor the part of Yemen she ruled. It 
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describes only that part of a story, which provides guidance and is 

beneficial for the mankind. However, in Jewish stories Queen Saba is 

mentioned as Bilqis. 

Allah  had bestowed upon Sulaiman  a kingdom, which was 

unique in the history of mankind. He not only ruled over men but also 

ruled over the birds, animals and Jinns. The story of Queen Saba is 

another demonstration of how Allah  can bestow His favors on His 

chosen people. It is described in detail in Surah An Naml #20-44  

The summary of the story of Queen Saba goes like this: Troops 

of men, animals, birds and Jinns were always present around 

Sulaiman  and were very eager to serve him. One day Sulaiman  

inspected his troops and found that a bird called „Hud Hud‟ (Hoopoe) 

was absent. He said, “I do not see Hud Hud here. If this bird is absent 

without genuine reason, I shall punish it or rather kill it”. Soon Hud 

Hud appeared and humbly said to Sulaiman , “I have brought an 

important piece of information for you which is not known to you.” 

Hud Hud added, “There is a Queen in Yemen. She is extremely 

affluent and her throne is very extraordinary. Satan has led her and her 

people astray. She and her people worship sun instead of Allah .” 

Sulaiman  said, “I shall test your statement right away. Take 

this letter of mine to her and see how she responds to it.” Queen Saba 

read the letter as it fell in her lap. Then she said to her advisors: Surah 

An Naml #30-31 

 “This letter is from Sulaiman  stating „I start with the name of 

Allah , the most Beneficent, the most Merciful. You should not show 

arrogance and superiority to me and come to me as a Muslim.‟‟‟ She 

further said to her advisors, “I always consult you in important 

matters. Tell me what I should do.” Advisors said, “We need not be 

too concerned about this letter since we are very powerful. Final 

decision is, however, in your hand.” Queen Saba said to her advisors, 
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“Although we are very powerful, we should be careful in dealing with 

Sulaiman . I think we should first try to get an idea of his power. In 

fact the way this letter has reached me indicates that great caution 

should be observed in dealing with Sulaiman . Let me send some 

messengers to him with a precious gift. In this way the messengers 

will not only try to estimate his power but also try to understand what 

is on his mind. It is not advisable to fight with him in case he turns out 

to be extremely powerful. She added, “The conquerors always destroy 

the cities they enter and disgrace the residents. Surely we should try to 

avoid this uncalled for trouble”. 

The messengers of Queen Saba delivered the precious gift to 

Sulaiman . Sulaiman  said to them, “You and your Queen have 

totally misunderstood my message. Take this so called precious gift 

back to her since Allah  has given me far superior things than this.” 

He added, “Remind your Queen to obey my message immediately. If 

she fails to do so, I shall be there with my troops. You will not be able 

to resist my troops. We will drive you out of your city and disgrace 

you all.” 

The messengers conveyed Sulaiman‟s  warning to the Queen 

and informed her about the extraordinary power of Sulaiman  since 

he ruled over men, birds, animals and Jinns. Queen Saba concluded 

that fighting with Sulaiman  was like inviting one‟s own destruction.  

She decided to submit to Sulaiman . When she started her journey to 

meet Sulaiman , Allah  informed Sulaiman  about it by revelation 

to him. 

Now Sulaiman  said to his courtiers, “I want that the throne of 

Queen Saba be brought here before she arrives in my court. Who will 

do this job.” One very strong, crafty Jinn said, “I shall bring the throne 

here before you dismiss today‟s business.” Another person possessing 

the knowledge of the book said, “I will bring it here in the twinkling 
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of an eye.” When Sulaiman  turned his side, he found the throne 

present in his court. Sulaiman  very humbly thanked Allah  for His 

favors bestowed upon him, including the transfer of the throne in spur 

of a moment. Prophets do not take pride in these matters. They rather 

humble themselves more before Allah . 

Sulaiman  now ordered to somewhat change the look of this 

throne to test Saba‟s intelligence. Queen Saba reached Sulaiman‟s  

court and he asked her this question, “Is this your throne”? She looked 

at it and said, “It seems to be mine,” She added, “I already had good 

idea of your extraordinary power and glory but this incident of my 

throne further demonstrates your superiority. I humbly submit my 

loyalty to you.” In this way she thought she had fulfilled the message 

conveyed in Sulaiman‟s  letter. 

Sulaiman  was very witty. He came up with another plan to 

guide her to recognize the supreme power of Allah . Sulaiman  

ordered Jinns to prepare a marvelous palace. The floor of its courtyard 

was made of transparent glass. A pool of water was located nearby. 

Because of the extraordinary construction of this palace, it appeared as 

if the water was flowing in its courtyard. Queen Saba was asked to 

stay in this palace. As she entered the courtyard of this palace, she 

tucked up her clothes uncovering her legs. Sulaiman  said to her, “It 

is not the actual flow of water there. It is only a glass surface.” At this 

point Saba concluded that these skills have been bestowed upon 

Sulaiman  by a Superior Power. She declared, “I submit with 

Sulaiman  to the Creator of all universes.” Hence she became a 

Muslim. This was exactly what was intended in the letter of Sulaiman 

 to her. She also put her huge dynasty under the direct control of 

Sulaiman . Some scholars say that she married Sulaiman  although 

the Quran and Hadith are silent about it. 
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Allah  has described the story of Queen Saba very precisely in 

Surah An-Naml. Verses 20 – 44 

He inspected the birds, and said: “What is the matter that I see 

not the hoopoe? Or is he among the absentees? I will surely punish 

him with a severe penalty, or execute him, unless he brings me a clear 

reason.” But the hoopoe stayed not long: he (came up and) said: “I 

have grasped (the knowledge of a thing) which you have not grasped 

and I have come to you from Saba‟ (Sheba) with true news. I found a 

woman ruling over them: she has been given all things that could be 

possessed by any ruler of the earth, and she has a magnificent throne. 

1 found her and her people worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and 

Shaitan (Satan) has made their deeds fair-seeming to them, and has 

barred them from (Allah‟s) Way: they have no guidance so they do not 

worship Allah, Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and 

the earth, and knows what you conceal and what you reveal. None has 

the right to be worshipped but He, the Lord of the Supreme Throne!” 

(Sulaiman) said: “We shall see whether you speak the truth or you are 

(one) of the liars. Go you with this letter of mine, and deliver it to 

them, then draw back from them, and see what (answer) they return.” 

She said: “O chiefs! Verily! Here is delivered to me a noble 

letter. Verily it is from Sulaiman, and verily, it (reads): „In the Name 

of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most, Merciful: Be you not exalted 

against me, but come to me as Muslim.‟ She said: “O chiefs! Advise 

me in (this) case of mine. I decide no case till you are present with me 

(and give me your opinions).” They said: “We have great strength, 

and great ability for war, but it is for you to command: so think over 

what you will command.” She said: “Verily kings, when they enter a 

town (country), they despoil it and make the most honorable amongst 

its people the lowest. And thus they do. But verily! I am going to send 

him a present, and see with what (answer) the messengers return.” 
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So when (the messengers with the present) came to Sulaiman, he 

said: "Will you help me in wealth? What Allah has given me is better 

than that which He has given you! Nay, you rejoice in your gift! Go 

back to them. We verily shall come to them with hosts that they cannot 

resist, and we shall drive them out from there in disgrace, and they 

will be abased.” 

He (Sulaiman ()) said to his own assembly, “O chiefs! Which 

of you can bring me her throne before they come to me surrendering 

them in obedience?” A strong one from the jinns said: “I will bring it 

to you before you rise from your place (council). And verily, I am 

indeed strong, and trustworthy for such work.” One with who was 

knowledge of the Scripture said: “I will bring it to you within the 

twinkling of an eye!” Then when he (Sulaiman) saw it placed before 

him, he said: “This is by the Grace of my Lord - to test me whether I 

am grateful or ungrateful! And whoever is grateful, truly, his 

gratitude is for (the good of) his own self; but if any one is ungrateful, 

certainly my Lord is Rich (Free of all needs), Bountiful.” He said: 

“Disguise her throne for her that we may see whether she will be 

guided (to recognize her throne), or she will be one of those not 

guided.” So when she came, it was said (to her): “Is this your 

throne?" She said: “(It is) as though it were the very same.” And 

[Sulaiman said]: “Knowledge was bestowed on us before her, and we 

were submitted to Allah (in Islam as Muslims before her).” 

And that which she used to worship besides Allah prevented her 

(from Islam), for she was of a disbelieving people. 

It was said to her: “Enter As-Sarh” (a glass surface with water 

underneath it in  a palace): but when she saw it, she thought it was a 

pool, and she (tucked up her clothes) uncovering her legs. (Sulaiman) 

said: “Verily, it is a Sarh (a glass surface with water underneath it).” 

She said: “My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself, and I submit [in 



 71 

Islam], together with Sulaiman to Allah, the Lord of the „Alamin 

(mankind, jinn and all that exists).”  

All the scholars believe that the letter of Sulaiman  to Saba was 

unique in the history of mankind. Sulaiman  has very briefly 

mentioned the Greatness of Allah , along with his own introduction 

to her. He warned her not to show off her power to him and finally 

instructed her to present herself submissively in his court.  In fact the 

last sentence is the most eloquent. It is instructing her to submit 

herself to Allah  and make herself present in his court as a Muslim. 

No human being has written such a brief and comprehensive and 

eloquent letter. This letter was another miracle of Sulaiman . 

Indeed Allah  bestows power, wisdom and humbleness on 

which He wills. 

KHIDR 
 

Meeting of Musa  with Khidr was one of the important events 

of the life of Musa . It is described in detail in Surah Kahf.  

Background of this event is given in a Hadith in Bukhari narrated by 

Abi-bin-Kaab  مثة تِ أيب .  

One day the Children of Israel asked Musa , “Who is the most 

learned person on the earth.” He said, “I am the most learned person.” 

Allah  did not like this answer. Musa  was expected to say that 

Allah  knew the best. Hence Allah  intended to provide more 

training to Musa  as He does to His chosen persons. Allah  informed 

Musa  that one of His servants was more learned than he was and 

that this servant was at a place where two seas met. Musa  was very 

eager to learn more from this person. Musa  requested Allah  to 

provide him with more detail of this location. Allah  instructed Musa 

to put a fish in his basket and travel towards the junction of the two 

seas.  The learned person was at the place where the fish would 
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disappear. Musa  started the journey with his boy-servant Yusha bin 

Noon till they reached near a big rock. They restedthere and slept for a 

while..  

The fish got out of the basket and entered the sea. The path of 

the fish to the sea created a tunnel miraculously. The servant observed 

this. He, however, forgot to tell Musa  about the escape of the fish. 

Hence both continued their journey for another day and night. At this 

time, Musa  asked his servant to bring the fish for meal since he was 

very hungry. Both had experienced a great deal of fatigue during this 

journey. The servant said to Musa , “I forgot to tell you that the fish 

escaped when we did rest near the rock.” Musa  said, “It was the 

location which we were looking for.”  Hence they retraced their path 

back till they reached that rock. They saw Khidr there. Musa  greeted 

him.  He asked, “Are you Musa  of the Children of Israel?” Musa  

said, “Yes, and I request you to teach me some of the knowledge you 

possess.”  A long dialogue took place between Musa  and Khidr. 

There is much more detail of this dialogue in this long Hadith and also 

in Al-Kahf # 62-82. Let us follow the wording of Quran . 

So when they had passed further on (beyond that fixed place), 

Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant: “Bring us our morning meal; 

truly, we have suffered much fatigue in this, our journey.” He said: 

“Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the rock? I indeed 

forgot the fish; none but Shaitan (Satan) made me forget to remember 

it. It took its course into the sea in a strange (way)!” (Musa) said: 

“That is what we have been seeking.” So they went back retracing 

their footsteps. Then they found one of Our slaves, on whom We had 

bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge from 

Us. Musa said to him (Khidr): “May I follow you so that you teach me 

something of that knowledge (guidance and true path) which you have 

been taught (by Allah)?” He (Khidr) said: “Verily you will not be 



 73 

able to have patience with me! “And how can you have patience about 

a thing which you know not?”  Musa said: “If Allah wills, you will 

find me patient, and I will not disobey you in aught.” He (Khidr) said: 

“Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything till I myself, 

mention of it to you.” So they both proceeded, till, when they 

embarked the boat, he (Khidr) scuttled. Musa said: “Have you 

scuttled it in order to drown its people? Verily, you have committed an 

evil, bad, dreadful thing.” He (Khidr) said: “Did I not tell you that 

you would not be able to have patience with me?” (Musa) said. “Call 

me not to account for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my 

affair (with you).” Then they both proceeded, till they met a boy, and 

he (Khidr) killed him. He (Moses) said: “Have you killed an innocent 

person who had killed none? Verily, you have committed an evil, 

dreadful thing!” (Khidr) said: “Did I not tell you that you can have no 

patience with me?” (Musa) said: “If I ask you anything after this, 

keep me not in your company, you have received an excuse from me.” 

Then they both proceeded, till, when they came to the people of a 

town, they asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them. 

Then they found therein a wall about to collapse and he (Khidr) set it 

up straight. (Musa) said: “If you had wished, surely, you could have 

taken wages for it!” (Khidr) said: “This is the parting between me 

and you. I will tell you the interpretation of (those) things over which 

you were unable to hold patience. As for the boat, it belonged to poor 

people working on the sea. So I wished to make a defect in it, as there 

was a king behind them who seized every boat by force. And as for the 

boy, his parents were believers, and we feared lest he should oppress 

them by rebellion and disbelief. So we intended that their Lord should 

change him for them for one better in righteousness and nearer to 

mercy. And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the 

town; and there was under it a treasure belonging to them; and their 
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father was a righteous man, and your Lord intended that they should 

attain their age of full strength and take out their treasure as a mercy 

from your Lord. And I did them not of my own accord. That is the 

interpretation of those (things) over which you could not hold 

patience.” 

Let us try to touch upon some of the lessons we learned from 

this story of Musa  and Khidr.   

1. It is not allowed to brag about or any other thing, however 

justified it may seem.   

2. Allah  does not get angry with His chosen people on making 

any mistake. Allah  provides more training to them to see 

things in true colors. 

3. Musa  was very eager to learn from Khidr even though Allah 

 had bestowed upon him a great deal of knowledge.  Hence 

acquiring more and more beneficial knowledge is the sunnah 

of Prophets.   

4. Acquisition of knowledge entails a great deal of hard work 

and patience. Nature of difficulties differs in each case.  For 

example, the servant of Musa  forgot about the fish when it 

escaped near the rock. They traveled for a day and night and 

then back again to the rock, experiencing a great deal of 

hardship and fatigue.   

5. A student must show respect to his teacher. Musa  was a 

prominent Prophet but he addressed his teacher, Khidr, very 

humbly and respectfully. 

6. Allah  gives only limited and specific knowledge to Prophets 

and His other chosen persons. The knowledge of Allah  is 

unlimited. Prophet Mohammad  said, “When Musa  and 

Khidr were in the boat, a sparrow came there. The sparrow 

rested on the edge of the boat and drank a tiny bit of water 
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from the sea by its beak. Khidr said to Musa , „The ratio of 

our combined knowledge with the knowledge of Allah  is 

somewhat like the ratio of the amount of water in the beak of 

the sparrow to the water in the sea.” 

7. Prophet Musa  taught us the traveling etiquettes. He 

explained his servant the direction of their journey and the 

final destination before they started their journey. We should 

share such information with our servants.  Unfortunately many 

bosses consider it an insult for them to share traveling 

information with their servants. Some people even ignore their 

wives and they like their wives to just follow them with tight 

lips. 

8. Khidr said that he did not happen to do various extraordinary 

things on his own. Allah  had given him some special 

knowledge which was not given to Prophet Musa . Hence all 

forms of knowledge is a gift from Allah . He bestows part of 

His knowledge on which He wills. Allah  knows the unseen 

and we are very limited in our understanding and 

comprehension of it.  

We thank Allah  for providing this detailed guidance to us for 

our benefit. 
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SCENES OF THE DAY OF JUDGMENT 

 

There are many scenes of the Day of Judgment in Quran for our 

benefit. A few of them are described in this article. Az-Zalzalah # 1-8  
               

                  

              

 When the earth is shaken with its (final) earthquake. And when 

the earth throws out its burdens. And man will say: “What is the 

matter with it?” That Day it will declare its information (about all 

that happened over it of good or evil). Because your Lord will inspire 

it. That Day mankind will proceed in scattered groups that they may 

be shown their deeds. So whosoever does good equal to the weight of 

an atom (or a small ant) shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to 

the weight of an atom (or a small ant) shall see it.  

The last verse of this Surah is extremely eloquent. According to 

a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah , Prophet Mohammad  called it  

اجلاٍعح اىفاذج  i.e. single but comprehensive.  

(Bukhari & Muslim) 

Abdullah bin Masood  said, “It is the most strong and eloquent 

verse of Quran.” Perhaps the most stunning scene of the Day of 

Judgment is in Surah Al-Hajj # 1-2 

              

              

     

O mankind! Fear your Lord and be dutiful to Him! Verily, the 

earthquake of the Hour (of Judgment) is a terrible thing. The Day you 

shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her nursling, and every 

pregnant one will drop her load, and you shall see mankind as in a 
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drunken state, yet they will not be drunken, but severe will be the 

Torment of Allah. 

And in Al-Haqqah # 13-18 

                

               

             

Then when the Trumpet will be blown with one blowing (the first 

one). And the earth and the mountains shall be removed from their 

places, and crushed with a single crushing. Then on that Day shall the 

(Great) Event befall. And the sky will be rent asunder, for that Day it 

(the heaven) will be frail and torn up. And the angels will be on its 

sides, and eight angels will, that Day, bear the Throne of your Lord 

above them. That Day shall you be brought to Judgment, not a secret 

of you will be hidden.  

And in Az-Zumar # 68-70 

                  

               

                 

And the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens 

and all who are on the earth will swoon away, except him whom Allah 

wills. Then it will be blown a second time, and behold they will be 

standing, looking on (waiting). And the earth will shine with the light 

of its Lord (Allah, when He will come to judge among men): and the 

Book will be placed (open); and the Prophets and the witnesses will 

be brought forward; and it will be judged between them with truth, 

and they will not be wronged. And each person will be paid in full of 

what he did; and He is Best Aware of what they do. 

Hence when the first Trumpet will be blown all those who are in 

the heaven and in the earth will faint except a few angels. Later these 

angels will faint too. Ar-Rahman # 26-27 
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Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of your 

Lord full of Majesty and Honor will remain forever.  

Hence those who have already died their spirits will faint too as 

mentioned in Ibn-e-Kathir. 

When second Trumpet will be blown, the spirits will come back 

to the respective bodies and people will stand up to face their 

accountability. 

Witnesses will be brought and accounts will be settled as in Az-

Zumar # 68-70 above and again in Ya-sin # 65 

            

This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will 

speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used to earn. 

Similarly in Fussilat # 19-23 

                 

              

                 

                 

         

And (remember) the Day that the enemies of Allah will be 

gathered to the Fire, then they will be driven [(to the Fire), in group. 

Till, when they reach it (Hell-fire), their hearing (ears) and their eyes, 

and their skins will testify against them as to what they used to do. 

And they will say to their skins, “Why do you testify against us?” They 

will say: “Allah has caused us to speak - He causes all things to 

speak: and He created you the first time, and to Him you are made to 

return. And you have not been hiding yourselves (in the world), lest 

your ears, and your eyes, and your skins should testify against you; 

but you thought that Allah knew not much of what you were doing. 

And that thought of yours which you thought about your Lord, has 
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brought you to destruction; and you have become (this Day) of those 

utterly lost!” 

Hence a person can hide his sins from other persons but he 

cannot hide them from the parts of his own body.  On the Day of 

Judgment these parts of his body will testify against him. If we truly 

understand these verses, we will not dare to commit any sin 

whatsoever. 

Abu Hurairah  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  said, “Seal 

will be put on the mouth of a person and his thigh will be asked to 

describe the various actions of the person. Similarly his flesh and bone 

will speak out as witness."       (Muslim) 

An example of the food for the sinners is given in Ad-Dukhan # 

43-50 

                

                   

            

Verily, the tree of Zaqqum Will be the food of the sinners. Like 

boiling oil, it will boil in the bellies, Like the boiling of scalding 

water. (It will be said) “Seize him and drag him into the midst of 

blazing Fire. Then pour over his head the torment of boiling water. 

Taste you (this)! Verily, you were (pretending to be) the mighty, the 

generous! Verily, this is that whereof you used to doubt!” 

On the other hand true believers will be treated differently. 

Az-Zukhruf # 68-73 

               

              

              

            

 (It will be said to the true believers): My worshippers! No fear 

shall be on you this Day, nor shall you grieve, (You) who believed in 
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Our Ayat, (proofs, verses, lessons, signs, revelation etc.) and were 

Muslims. Enter Paradise, you and your wives, in happiness. Trays of 

gold and cups will be passed round them; (there will be) therein all 

that inner-selves could desire, and all that eyes could delight in and 

you will abide therein forever. This is the Paradise which you have 

been made to inherit because of your deeds which you used to do (in 

the life of the world). Therein for you will be fruits in plenty, of which 

you will eat (as you desire).  

Similarly in Fussilat # 30-32 

                 

               

            

Verily, those who say: Our Lord is Allah (Alone), and then they 

stand firm, on them the angels will descend (at the time of their death) 

(saying): “Fear not! Nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings of 

Paradise which you have been promised!  We have been your friends 

in the life of this world and are (so) in the Hereafter. Therein you 

shall have (all) that your inner-selves desire, and therein you shall 

have (all) for which you ask. An entertainment from (Allah), the Oft-

Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 

Here the word „Nozolan‟ or hospitality of Allah  means that 

many bounties of Allah  will be bestowed upon you even if you ask 

for these or not. For example, a guest is served many kinds of 

delicious food even if he asks for it or not. Furthermore, it means that 

it is only the beginning of the hospitality on your arrival in paradise. 

What follows this will be even greater.    

(Mazhari)  

One day Sufyan bin Abdullah Thaqfi  ُاىثقفي اهلل عثد تِ سفيا  
requested Prophet Mohammad  to advise him about something so 

comprehensive that he did not have to ask about any other thing.  
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Prophet Mohammad  said, “Believe in Allah firmly and then stick to 

that path.” ٍَُِْت ُقْو اِسَتِقٌ ٌَُّث ِتاهلل آ        (Muslim) 

Hence angels with good tidings descend on firm believers at the 

time of death, then in the grave and then on the Day of Judgment as 

narrated by Zaid bin Aslam in Ad Dur Al Mansur. These angels are 

the companions of good believers in the worldly life since they put 

good ideas in the minds of the believers and asked them to be patient 

in case of a hardship. These angels will also be with the good 

believers on the day of Judgment to give them good tidings of their 

entry into paradise. 

In Az-Zumar it is described how the disbeliever will be received 

by the angels. Az-Zumar # 71-72 

               

              

              

  

And those who disbelieved will be driven to Hell in groups till, 

when they reach it, the gates thereof will be opened (suddenly like a 

prison at the arrival of the prisoners). And its keepers will say, “Did 

not the Messengers come to you from yourselves, reciting to you the 

Verses of your Lord, and warning you of the Meeting of this Day of 

yours?" They will say: “Yes,” but the Word of torment has been 

justified against the disbelievers! It will be said (to them): “Enter you 

the gates of Hell, to abide therein. And (indeed) what an evil abode of 

the arrogant!” 

It is also described how the angels will greet the good believers. 

Az-Zumar # 73-74 
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And those who kept their duty to their Lord will be led to 

Paradise in groups, till, when they reach it, and its gates will be 

opened (before their arrival for their reception) and its keepers will 

say: Salamun „Alaikum (peace be upon you)! You have done well, so 

enter here to abide therein.” And they will say: “All the praises and 

thanks be to Allah Who has fulfilled His Promise to us and has made 

us inherit (this) land. We can dwell in Paradise where we will; how 

excellent a reward for the (pious, good) workers!” 

May Allah  count us among those who will be greeted at the 

doors of the Paradise. 

It is very important to note that the people will be led to the 

paradise and hell in groups as indicated by the above verses and many 

other similar verses of the Quran. 

The word Zumar (زٍر) means group.  Allah  has named this 

chapter of the Quran as Az-Zumar to stress this point. 

 In fact, whatever good or evil we do is supported by some 

other people or sources of knowledge. Allah will put the people of 

common thinking and actions in a group before dispatching them to 

their final destination. Hence the company of good people and the 

beneficial forms of knowledge will, اهلل شاء إُ  , help us to become a 

good candidate for entry into paradise.  Of course, the actual entry 

into paradise will only be by the Grand Mercy of Allah .  May Allah  

shower His Mercy upon us.  Ameen. 

 

%%% 

SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE TEACHINGS OF QURAN 

AND ORIGNAL TORAH 

 Abdullah Ibn Abbass  said that the teaching of original Torah 

has been summed up in verses 22-38 of Surah Al-Isra.                                                                                 

(Mazhari) 
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Since the teachings in these verses are now a part of the Quran, 

Muslims must follow them just like the followers of Prophet Musa  

were supposed to do. The same, one God sent instructions through 

different Prophets. Hence there is uniformity and consistency in the 

underlying message of revelations received through all the Prophets. 

Good deeds of the people are acceptable to Allah  only if 

people have proper belief and their deeds are in accordance with the 

guidance provided by their respective Prophets. The above verses 

describe those deeds which are acceptable to Allah  and, of course 

there is a generous reward for them. Any form of disobedience will be 

punished by Allah .  

First and the foremost is the firm belief in the Oneness of Allah. 

It is immediately followed by the respect for parents. Al-Isra # 22-25 

                  

               

                

               

 

Set not up with Allah any other ilah (god), (O man)!, or you will 

sit down reproved, forsaken (in the Hell-fire). And your Lord has 

decreed that you worship none but Him. And that you be dutiful to 

your parents. If one of them or both of them attain old age in your life, 

say not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them but address 

them in terms of honor. And lower unto them the wing of submission 

and humility through mercy, and say: “My Lord! Bestow on them 

Your Mercy as they did bring me up when I was young.” Your Lord 

knows best what is in your inner-selves. If you are righteous, then, 

verily, He is Ever Most Forgiving to those who turn unto Him again 

and again in obedience, and in repentance.  
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Hence among the rights of people, the most important right is 

that of the parents. (More details about the respect for parents are 

given in a separate article in this book). 

Next we are asked to fulfill the rights of relatives, the poor and 

the wayfarer. 

Al-Isra  # 26-27 

              

       

And give to the kinsman his due and to the poor and to the 

wayfarer. But spend not wastefully (your wealth) in the manner of a 

spendthrift. Verily, the spendthrifts are brothers of the Shayatin 

(devils), and the Shaitan (Devil-Satan) is ever ungrateful to his Lord.  

We are not allowed to be extravagant. You should definitely not 

spend money of an orphan wastefully who does not have the ability 

even to claim his own rights. Hence wasting orphan‟s money is worse 

than wasting your own money. 

Explanation of the verse # 26 is given in At-Taubah # 60 

         

             

As-Sadaqat (here it means Zakat) are only for the Fuqara' 

(poor), and Al-Masakin (the needy) and those employed to collect (the 

funds), and to attract the hearts of those who have been inclined 

(towards Islam), and to free the captives, and for those in debt, and 

for Allah‟s Cause (i.e. for Mujahidun - those fighting in a holy battle), 

and for the wayfarer (a traveler who is cut off from everything); a 

duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.  

Note, by helping the relatives, the poor and the wayfarer we are 

not doing any favor to them. We are only fulfilling our duty to them. 

So far the various instructions regarding the rights of people are: 

1. Rights of parents. 
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2. Rights of relatives. 

3. Rights of general public. 

The following verse cultivates a high standard of human 

relations. Al-Isra # 28 

             

And if you (O Mohammad (SAS)) turn away from them (kindred, 

poor, wayfarer whom We have ordered you to give their rights, but if 

you have no money at the time they ask you for it) and you are 

awaiting a mercy from your Lord for which you hope, then, speak 

unto them a soft, kind word (i.e. Allah will give me and I shall give 

you).  

4. If you do not have something to give to the people, you 

should not be rude to them. Rather talk to them kindly with sincerity. 

Obviously, if you show this behavior, great love bonds can be built 

among all the people. 

The next two verses teach us to follow the middle path in 

spending. Al-Isra # 29, 30 

                

            

And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck, nor 

stretch it forth to its utmost reach (like a spendthrift), so that you 

become blameworthy and in severe poverty. Truly, your Lord enlarges 

the provision for which He wills and straitens (for whom He wills). 

Verily, He is Ever All-Knower, All-Seer of His slaves.  

5. Hence do not be a miser and do not spend more than you can 

handle since it will cause you hardship. You cannot fulfill the needs of 

all the world around you. Only Allah  can. Hence do what you can 

without causing hardship and misery to yourself. 

Jabber  narrated that once a boy came to Prophet Mohammad  

and said, “My mother requests you to send her a shirt.” Mohammad  
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said, “Please come another time when I have more to give you.” The 

boy returned from his home and said, “My mother requests you to 

give the shirt you have on your body now.” Prophet  took off his shirt 

and gave it to the boy. The Prophet was left with no shirt to cover his 

body. Meanwhile the call for prayer was made and people were 

waiting for the Prophet  in the mosque. People got worried when the 

Prophet  did not come out of his house. They went to his house and 

found him sitting without shirt on his body. This verse was revealed to 

instruct us not to cause extreme hardship to ourselves. Do what is 

humanly possible for you. 

The next verse prohibits the killing of children for the fear of 

poverty.  Al-Isra # 31 

              

And kill not your children for fear of poverty. We shall provide 

for them as well as for you. Surely, the killing of them is a great sin.  

6. It is interesting to note that in this verse Allah  is telling the 

people that He will provide sustenance for the children and then for 

them. In other words, parents get their provisions because of their 

good behavior toward the weak and poor. Furthermore don‟t forget 

that Allah  is the provider and not the parents. Hence there is no sense 

in killing the children for the fear of poverty. 

Next verse says not to commit adultery, since it is an evil act. 

Al-Isra # 32 

         

And come not near to unlawful sex. Verily, it is a shameful deed 

and evil way (that leads one to Hell).  

7. Prophet Mohammad  said, “Modesty is an integral part of 

belief‟‟       (Abu Dawud & Ibn Majah) 

8. Once this modesty is compromised, it results in moral and 

social degradation.  
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Verse # 33 instructs us not to kill others wrongfully. Isra # 33 

               

        

And do not kill anyone whose killing Allah has forbidden, except 

for a just cause. And whoever is killed wrongfully, We have given his 

heir the authority [to demand Qisas, - Law of Equality in punishment - 

or to forgive, or to take Diyah (blood-money)]. But let him not exceed 

limits in the matter of taking life (i.e. he should not kill except the 

killer). Verily, he is helped (by the law). 

8. Abdullah Ibn Masud  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  

said, “You are not allowed to kill any Muslim who believes in oneness 

of Allah  and Mohammad  as his prophet except in the following 

three cases. 

(i)    A married person found guilty of adultery. 

(ii) A person who has killed someone unjustly. The relatives of 

the deceased person may seek justice through 

governmental agencies. 

(iv) When one reverts to ignorance after accepting Islam. 

In Verse #34, We are commanded to take proper care of 

orphan‟s property and to fulfill our promises. 

9. The biggest promise we make is the declaration of allegiance 

to Allah  namely, 

ُْ َأِشَهُد َٔ اَل َأ َّ َوَأِشَهُد اهلُل ِإالَّ ِإَى َّدا  َأ  اهلِل َرُسىُه ٍَُح
“I stand witness that there is no other God worth worshiping 

except Allah and I stand witness that Mohammad () is his 

messenger.” 

We must live with the full spirit of this allegiance. Furthermore 

the promises between the people must also be fulfilled since there will 

be accountability of each promise on the Day of Judgment. 

Next verse advises to measure and weigh correctly. Al-Isra # 35 
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And give full measure when you measure, and weigh with a 

balance that is straight. That is good (advantageous) and better in the 

end.  

10. The last part of this verse reminds us that weighing and 

measuring correctly is not only good religiously but is also good for 

worldly reasons. What else should you expect from a gentleman? 

Furthermore, the end result of correct measuring and weighing is good 

for two reasons: 

(i)   It establishes good public relation and promotes the trade. 

(ii) It will enable the trader to enter paradise with the mercy of 

Allah . 

A chapter of the Quran is named Al-Mutaffifin (those who give 

less in measure and weight) to draw attention to this important topic.  

Al-Mutaffifin # 1-3 

              

  

Woe to Al-Mutaffifun (those who give less in measure and 

weight). Those who, when they have to receive by measure from men, 

demand full measure, and when they have to give by measure or 

weight to (other) men, give less than due. 

Giving less in measure and weight truly means fraudulently 

depriving others of their rights. People of Prophet Shoab  did this 

and this was one of the major reasons for their punishment by Allah . 

Next three verses are about social interactions. Al-Isra # 36 

                 

And follow not (O man i.e., say not, or do not or witness not) 

that of which you have no knowledge. Verily! The hearing, and the 

sight, and the heart, of each of those one will be questioned (by 

Allah).  
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11. Hence do not believe in or act on something till you are sure 

of its correctness. If you follow something blindly without due 

investigation, then your ears, eyes or heart, whichever is 

involved, will be questioned about it on the day of Judgment. 

These organs will act as witness, Ya-Sin # 65. 

            

This Day, We shall seal up their mouths, and their hands will 

speak to Us, and their legs will bear witness to what they used to earn.  

The next verse instructs us not to be arrogant. Al-Isra # 37 

              

And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, 

you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a 

stature like the mountains in height.  

12. Abdullah Ibn Masud  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  

said, “A person will not be able to enter paradise if he has even a tiny 

bit of arrogance.”         (Muslim)    

Ayyad bin Hammad  محاد تِ عياع narrated that Prophet Mohammad 

 said, “Allah has ordered us to be humble and modest. In no way 

should you be arrogant or cruel to others. 

(Muslim) 

Allah  hates the violations of above instructions. Al-Isra # 38 

        

All the bad aspects of these (the above mentioned things) are 

hateful to your Lord.  

May Allah enable us and the Jews to follow this guidance. 

Ameen 

%%% 
 

RESPECT FOR THE MASAJID 
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Prophet Muhammah  said, “Everyone is born on fitra or with 

correct belief. It is the parents and the surroundings of a child which 

diverts him from the correct belief and make the child a Jew or 

Christian or of some other religion”. Hence Islamic teachings are 

exactly opposite to the prevalent Christian faith that every person is 

born with sin and Jesus was put to the cross to wash off the sins of the 

Christians. 

It is because of the presence of this very correct belief in Allah,  

embedded in the conscience of the people that they accept the 

guidance sent to them through prophets. Allah  guides towards this 

light whosoever He wishes. Where do you find such people?  These 

people are generally found in the houses of Allah  or Masajid, 

establishing Salat and engaging themselves in the remembrance of 

Allah .  

We must, therefore, show a great deal of respect to masajid. 

An-Nur  # 36-38 

                

                

                 

  

In houses (mosques) which Allah has ordered to be raised (to be 

cleaned, and to be honored), in them His Name is remembered [i.e. 

Adhan, Iqamah, Salat (prayers), invocations, recitation of the Quran 

etc.]. Therein glorify Him (Allah) in the mornings and in the 

afternoons or the evenings, Men whom neither trade nor sale 

(business) diverts from the Remembrance of Allah (with heart and 

tongue), nor from performing As-Salat, nor from giving the Zakat. 

They fear a Day when hearts and eyes will be overturned (out of the 

horror of the torment of the Day of Resurrection). That Allah may 

reward them according to the best of their deeds, and add even more 
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for them out of His Grace. And Allah provides without measure to 

whom He wills.  

Narrated by Anas,  Prophet Mohammad  said, “Whosoever 

wishes to love Allah , should love me. Whosoever loves me should 

love my companions. Whosoever loves my companions, should love 

the Quran. Whosoever loves the Quran, should love masajid. Masajid 

are houses of Allah . Allah  has ordered us to respect them. Allah  

has blessed these places and those who are in them for legitimate use. 

Allah  protects these masajid and their occupants. These occupants 

establish salat in these masajid. Allah  fulfills their needs and wishes. 

Allah  protects their belongings while they are in the masajid.”     

(Qurtubi)                                                                                                                 

There are many characteristics of masajid which elevate their 

position over other places. Abu Omama  (أٍاٍح أتى)  narrated that 

Prophet Mohammad  said, “Whoever starts off from his home for a 

masjid with ablution will have a great deal of reward. His reward is 

equivalent to the reward of a person who departs from his home with 

Ihram for Hajj. Whoever departs from his home for a masjid with 

ablution for Salat is rewarded equivalent to the reward of an Umra. If 

this person stays in the masjid after Salat and waits for the next Salat, 

his name will be written in Illuyeen. عليني   ”     

           (Muslim) 

Buraida  narrated that Prophet   said, “Whoever goes to the 

masjid in pitch darkness, convey him good tidings of „total light‟ on 

the day of Judgment."         (Muslim) 

Abu Hurrairah  narrated that Prophet Muhammad    said, 

“Praying in a masjid is better than praying at home or elsewhere.” In 

fact, when a person starts off from his home towards a masjid with 

ablution and with the sole intention to pray there, then his level is 

raised with Allah  higher and higher with his each step till he reaches 
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the masjid. When he is waiting in the masjid for the congregational 

prayer, he receives reward from Allah  as if he is offering his Salat. 

Angles will keep praying for him during this waiting period as long as 

he maintains his ablution and does not harm anybody. Angels request 

Allah, „O Allah,  please shower your blessing on this person and 

forgive his sins‟”          (Muslim) 

Abu Al-Darda  advised his son to consider masjid as his house 

since he heard Prophet Muhammad   saying, “Whoever will consider 

a masjid as his house, Allah   guarantees peace of mind for him and 

will make the crossing of the „Bridge Sirat‟ easy for him on the Day 

of Judgment.”            (Qurtubi) 

Prophet   said, “In later ages some people will sit in various 

groups in the masajid and will be engaged only in worldly talk 

indicating love for the worldly life. Don‟t sit with them, since Allah  

does not need such people in the masajid.”    (Qurtubi) 

Saeed bin Al-Mussayib said, “Whoever is sitting in the house of 

Allah  he is sitting in the company of Allah. He should only engage 

himself in beneficial and good talk.” (Qurtubi) 

Scholars have described at least fifteen items regarding the 

respect for the masajid. 

1. On arriving in the masjid greet the occupants with Salam if they 

are not involved in Salat or recitation of Quran or remembrance 

of Allah. If nobody is there, you should pronounce, “Salam be on 

us and on the God-fearing people” Of course, angel will answer 

your salam, if no person seems to be there. 

2. Offer two rakat Salat for respect of this place (called Tahayyat-ul-

Masjid, as long as it is not one of the three prohibited times for 

salat. Those three times are at the rising and setting of the sun and 

when it (sun) is exactly above your head at noon time. 

3. Don‟t engage in business dealings inside the masjid.  
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4. Don‟t take out sword (weapons) there. 

5. Don‟t make announcement for lost items. 

6. Don‟t raise your voice in the masjid. 

7. Don‟t engage in worldly talk. 

8. Don‟t quarrel with others.                              

9. Don‟t squeeze yourself between two persons in a row if there is 

not enough space for you. 

10. Don‟t walk in front of a person who is offering his salat. 

11. Try not to spit or clean your nose inside the masjid. 

12. Don‟t crack your knuckles. 

13. Don‟t play with any part of your body. (Especially when listening 

to Friday‟s Khutba). 

14. Observe cleanliness and don‟t try to take very small children or a 

mad person with you to the masjid. 

15. Engage yourself there in remembrance of Allah  excessively.                                                               

(Qurtubi) 

In verse # 37 of An-Nur the characteristic of those men who 

always inhabit these masajid are given. The word „men‟ in this verse 

points out that masajid are actually for the use of men. The salat of a 

woman is better in her home than a masjid. 

Umm Salma عْها اهلل رضي  narrated that Prophet Muhammad   

said, “The best masjid for a woman is the interior part of her house”.             

(Musnad Ahmad and Bahiqi)                                                                      

It means that it is better for a woman to pray at home for more 

reward. She may, however, pray in masjid if there is a suitable 

separate area for the women to pray. Women should, be encouraged to 

go to a masjid if there is some educational activity going on in the 

masjid. Education is very important and unfortunately women have 

very limited opportunities to receive it. There has to be, of course, 

suitable and separate seating arrangement for women. 
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In the above verse # 37 of An-Nur the characteristics of men 

who mostly occupy these masajid are described very precisely. 

   a) Trade and shopping does not divert their attention away from 

the remembrance of Allah . 

   b) They establish salat. 

   c) They pay Zakat. 

   d) Their hearts tremble with the thought of the Day of Judgment 

when hearts and eyes will be overturned due to the horror of 

the Day of Judgment. Hence these occupants of masajid do 

not brag about their various forms of worship of Allah . 

They rather humble themselves more in seeking the 

bounties of Allah . 

At this time, following will be a good question to ask, who 

should run the affairs of a masjid? Answer to this question is given in 

At-Taubah #18 

               

         

The mosques of Allah shall be maintained only by those who 

believe in Allah and the last Day, perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), 

ang give Zakat and fear none but Allah. It is they who are on true 

guidance. 

Hence characteristics of those persons who should run the 

affairs of a masjid are as follows: 

(a). They believe in Allah . 

(b) They believe in the Day of Judgment. 

(c) They establish salat. 

(d) They pay Zakat. 

(e) They do not fear anybody except Allah . 
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Abu Saeed Al-Khudri  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  

said, “You should be witness to the faith of a person if he comes to the 

masjid regularly.                   (Ahmad, Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah) 

Salman Farsi  narrated that Prophet Mohammad  said, 

“Whoever comes to the masjid he is like a guest who intends to visit 

Allah,  and Allah  honors his guest.”  (Mazari) 

The word “yaamoro” in verse # 18 of At-Taubah means: 

(a) To build masajid. (b) To maintain masajid. (c) To run the 

affairs of masajid. (d) To make use of masajid for remembrance, salat 

and education. 

In doing so, it is wrongful to forbid other people to make use of 

a masjid for remembrance of Allah  and salat. Al-Baqarah # 114 

                 

              

And who are more unjust than those who forbid that Allah's 

Name be glorified and mentioned much in Allah‟s mosques and strive 

for their ruin? It was not fitting that such should themselves enter 

them (Allah‟s Mosques) except in fear. For them there is disgrace in 

this world, and they will have a great torment in the Hereafter.  

Hence discouraging people for the use of a masjid is very sinful. 

According to a Hadith, one of the signs of closeness of the Day of 

Judgment will be that the masajid will be very decorative and 

elaborate but attendance of people in each masjid will be very low. 

Ali  said that there are six important things to show a 

respectable and humanistic behavior. Three of them are to be observed 

when we are in our homes and the other three when we are on a 

journey.Three things to be done in our homes are: 

1.  To recite the Quran. 

2.  To visit masajid regularly. 

3.  To organize a group of people who help in the path of Allah . 
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Three things to be done during the journey are: 

4.  To share our meal with the poor. 

5.  To display good manners. 

6.  To treat travelers cheerfully while keeping ourselves within 

limits of Allah . 

May Allah accept our salat and other forms of worship 

performed in a masjid, and make us a regular visitor of His house 

(masjid). Ameen 

 

%%% 

GUIDANCE FOR CHARITY 

 

Allah  not only guides and motivates us for spending in the way 

of Allah but also teaches us the etiquettes of spending. For any 

spending to be acceptable three conditions must be fulfilled. It should 

be of Halal earnings, it should be spent with sincere intention and it 

should only be spent on those who truly deserve it. 

The correct way of spending is not to remind people of a favor 

done to them and injure their feelings in any way. Allah  describes 

this in Al-Baqarah # 262 

                 

        

Those who spend their wealth in the Cause of Allah, and do not 

follow up their gifts with reminders of their generosity or with injury, 

their reward is with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall 

they grieve.  

If you don‟t have any thing to give in charity, treat the needy 

person kindly and graciously. Al Baqarah # 263 

            

Kind words and forgiving of faults are better than Sadaqah 
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(charity) followed by injury. And Allah is Rich (Free of all needs) and 

He is Most-Forbearing.  

Note that Allah  is warning here that He can punish you for the 

mistreatment of the needy. Allah is, however, extremely patient and 

benevolent. 

Allah  is cautioning that by reminding others and injuring their 

feelings you will nullify your charity. A person who displays such 

behavior is actually spending for show and does not have a belief in 

Allah  and the Day of Judgment. His charity will not earn him any 

reward. Allah  illustrates it by a beautiful example. Consider a rock 

with some soil on it. Even if rain falls nothing will grow on it. The 

rain will leave the rock bare. Similarly the spending of this person will 

not benefit him in any way. Al-Baqarah  # 264 

             

               

           

O you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqah 

(charity) by reminders of your generosity or by injury, like him who 

spends his wealth to be seen of men, and he does not believe in Allah, 

nor in the Last Day. His likeness is the likeness of a smooth rock on 

which is a little dust; on it falls heavy rain which leaves it bare. They 

are not able to do anything with what they have earned. And Allah 

does not guide the disbelieving people.  

On the contrary a person who spends his wealth seeking Allah‟s 

pleasure will have generous reward from Him. Even a tiny bit of his 

spending will have a big reward. Al-Baqarah # 265 

            

                

And the likeness of those who spend their wealth seeking Allah's 

Pleasure while they in their own selves are sure and certain that Allah 
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will reward them (for their spending in His Cause), is the likeness of a 

garden on a height; heavy rain falls on it and it doubles its yield of 

harvest. And if it does not receive heavy rain, light rain suffices it. 

And Allah is All-Seer (knows well) of what you do.  

The characteristics of such people are given in Al-Insan # 8-9 

               

     

And they give food, in spite of their love for it (or for the love of 

Him), to the poor, the orphan, and the captive (Saying): "We feed you 

seeking Allah's Countenance only. We wish for no reward, nor thanks 

from you.  

Look at the contrast between a person who injures others‟ 

feelings and the one who does not look for any form of thankfulness 

from the needy people. 

Materials given in charity should be of fine quality. Sometimes 

people try to give in charity the unwanted materials. If such items 

were given to them they would have accepted it very reluctantly or 

merely out of formality. Obviously such charity is not acceptable to 

Allah . 

Al-Baqarah # 267-268 

               

                 

             
  O you who believe! Spend of the good things which you have 

(legally) earned, and of that which We have produced from the earth 

for you, and do not aim at that which is bad to spend from it, (though) 

you would not accept it save if you close your eyes and tolerate 

therein. And know that Allah is Rich (Free of all needs), and Worthy 

of all praise. Shaitan (Satan) threatens you with poverty and orders 

you to commit evil deeds, whereas Allah promises you Forgiveness 
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from Himself and Bounty, and Allah is All- Sufficient for His 

creatures‟ needs, All - Knower.  

In order to attain piety, it is necessary to give in charity what you love 

the most. Aal-Imran # 92 

                

By no means shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, righteousness - here 

it means Allah's Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless you spend (in Allah's 

Cause) of that which you love; and whatever of good you spend, Allah 

knows it well.  

When Abu Talha heard this verse, he gave his best garden and 

a well in charity immediately.                   (Bukhari, Muslim) 

Similarly Zaid-bin Harith  gave a horse in charity since he 

loved it the most.                                           (Ibn Jareer At Tabari) 

It is better to give charity secretly although it is not a sin to give 

it openly. If the intention of the donor is to motivate other people for 

active participation in charitable activities, it would be better to give 

openly. Allah knows what is in our hearts. Al-Baqarah # 271 

              

       

If you disclose your Sadaqat (alms-giving), it is well; but if you 

conceal them and give them to the poor, that is better for you. (Allah) 

will expiate you some of your sins. And Allah is Well-Acquainted with 

what you do.  

 

%%% 

PRESCRIPTION FOR 

A SUCCESSFUL LIFE 

 
In order to live a successful life, we need proper guidance and 

guidelines. Without such guidance a person will be lost in the 
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darkness of ignorance. Allah  bestows this guidance and wisdom 

upon whoever He wishes. Al-Baqarah # 269 

               

  

He grants Hikmah to whom He pleases, and he, to whom 

Hikmah is granted, is indeed granted abundant good. But none 

remember (will receive admonition) except men of understanding.  

Who are these men of understanding? Al-Zumar # 18 

            

  

Those who listen to the Word and follow the best thereof (i.e. 

worship Allah Alone), those are (the ones) whom Allah has guided 

and those are men of understanding. 

One of such men of understanding was Luqman. Luqman # 12 

              

     

And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah (wisdom and 

religious understanding) saying: “Give thanks to Allah.” And 

whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) his ownself. 

And whoever is unthankful, then verily, Allah is All-Rich (Free of all 

needs), Worthy of all praise.  

Note that when Allah  bestowed wisdom upon Luqman, he is 

advised to be thankful to Allah  for this favour. In other words, 

thanking Allah  is itself the highest form of wisdom. Allah , 

however, does not gain anything from your expression of thankfulness 

to Him. Thanking Allah is for our own benefit. Whosoever is 

unthankful to Allah then verily Allah is free of all wants. Allah  is 

rather worthy of all praise. 



 111 

Luqman invited his son and gave him the six pieces of advice 

which serve as a complete prescription for a successful life. Luqman # 

13 

               

And (remember) when Luqman said to his son when he was 

advising him: “O my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. 

Verily joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) 

indeed.” 

1. The most important thing in Islam is „Tawheed‟ or 

worshiping one God without making any partners with Him in any 

form. Those who indulge in making partners with Allah  are called 

„Mushrik‟. Allah does not forgive Mushrik. Allah does forgive other 

sins except shirk. An-Nisa # 116 

                  

   

Verily! Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in 

worship) with Him, but He forgives whom He wills sins other than 

that, and whoever sets up partners in worship with Allah, has indeed 

strayed far away.  
That‟s why Luqman warns his son about this sin before giving 

him any other advice.   

2. In Luqman # 14,15 Allah  tells us about the respect for our 

parents. Childern must obey their parents except when the parents 

happen to be involved in any form of shirk.  Luqman # 14,15 

              

                 

               

  

And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his 

parents. His mother bore him in weakness and hardship, and his 
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weaning is in two years - give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto 

Me is the final destination. But if they (both) strive with you to make 

you join in worship with Me others that of which you have no 

knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with them in the world 

kindly, and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance and 

in obedience. Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what 

you used to do.  

3. Allah knows everything in the universes however subtle or 

insignificant that thing may be. Luqman  # 16 

                    

     

"O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard 

seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or in the earth, 

Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle (in bringing out that 

grain), Well-Aware (of its place).” 

Hence don‟t forget about the accountability on the day of 

judgment of various things you do. This is further emphasized in Saba 

# 3 

                

                 

Those who disbelieve say: “The Hour will not come to us.” Say: 

“Yes, by my Lord, the All-Knower of the Unseen, it will come to you; 

not even the weight of an atom (or a small ant) or less than that or 

greater escapes His Knowledge in the heavens or in the earth but it is 

in a Clear Book.” 

4. Luqman reminds his son about some of the important and 

mandatory commandments of Allah . Fulfilling these commandments 

will be a matter of supreme achievement. Luqman # 17 
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 “ O my son! Perform As-Salat, enjoin (on people) all that is 

good, and forbid (people) from all that is evil and bad, and bear with 

patience whatever befalls you. Verily, these are some of the important 

commandments.” 

First of all, we must fulfill our duty to Allah . We must also 

strive hard to improve the general public. Of course it requires lot of 

patience and steadfastness. 

5. Luqman teaches his son how to treat other people.  Luqman # 

18 

                 

 “ And turn not your face away from men with pride, nor walk in 

insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant 

boaster.” 

Prophet Mohammad  said, “I am sent to perfect the good 

manners.”                                                  (Muwattah Imam Malik) 

Abdullah bin Omar  narrated that I asked Prophet Mohammad 

, “Who is the most respected muslim in the eyes of Allah ?”Prophet 

Mohammad  said, “The one who has the best manners.”         

              (Bahiqi) 

Anas  narrated that Prophet Muhammad  said, “A person can 

achieve high levels of paradise with his good manners even if he is not 

very strong in „Ibadat‟ or worshipping Allah.  On the contrary, a 

regular worshipper of Allah  would be thrown in hellfire because of 

his poor behavior with other people.”   

                                   اىطرباين ٍعجٌ

Buraida  narrated that Prophet Muhammad  said, “Allah will 

not look towards a person with His mercy who drags his clothes on 

the ground due to arrogance.”      (Muslim) 

6. Finally Luqman informs his son how to conduct himself on 

the land. Luqman # 19 
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And be moderate (or show no insolence) in your walking, and 

lower your voice. Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of 

the asses. 

Allah  describes this in Al-Isra # 37 in a very fascinating way. 

Al-Isra. # 37 

              

And walk not on the earth with conceit and arrogance. Verily, 

you can neither rend nor penetrate the earth, nor can you attain a 

stature like the mountains in height.  

On the contrary, the obedient servants of Allah  walk in the 

land with great modesty humility and humbleness. Al-Furqan # 63 

            

 

And the (faithful) slaves of the Most Gracious (Allah) are those 

who walk on the earth in humility and sedateness, and when the 

foolish address them (with bad words) they reply back with mild 

words of gentleness. 

Among other manners, Luqman teaches his son not to be harsh 

to the people in talking and in his communications with them. 

Hence the following four things are very important in 

conducting ourselves on this land. 

(i) Not to be arrogant. 

(ii) Not to walk on land with chips on our shoulders. 

(iii) To walk with a medium pace. 

(iv) Not to speak harshly to others. 

Hussain  said that I asked my father Ali , “How did Prophet 

Muhammad use to conduct himself when he was with the people?” 

Ali  said, “Prophet Muhammad always appeared cheerful. He was 

gentle in his manners and made others feel at home. Neither his talk 
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nor his disposition was harsh. He never talked very loudly. He also 

never mentioned unbecoming things. He was not a miser and never 

used to blame others. He would show indifference to what he disliked 

and simply kept himself quiet in that case. He never indulged in the 

following three things. 

1. To quarrel with others. 

2. To be arrogant. 

3. To indulge in some useless activity.” (Tirmidhi)                   

                                                                                  

Allah   said in Al-Baqarah # 83 

              

             

   

And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Children of 

Israel, (saying): Worship none but Allah (Alone) and be dutiful and 

good to parents, and to kindred, and to orphans and the poor, and 

speak good to people and perform As-Salat and give Zakat. Then you 

slid back, except a few of you, while you are backsliders. 

Hence talk to people nicely. 

When Allah  sent Musa  and Haroon  to Firaun, they were 

instructed: Ta-Ha # 44 

         

And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition or 

fear (Allah). 

Note that no present speaker can be better than Musa  and 

Haroon  and no audience can be worse than Firaun. Hence every 

speaker must speak nicely to his audience. 

 By following these pieces of advice of Luqman to his son, one 

can definitely lead a successful life. In order to draw our attention to 
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these important pieces of advice of Luqman, Allah  has named this 

chapter of Quran as Luqman. 

I hope that every father reminds his children about these words 

of wisdom. 

%%% 

IMPORTANCE OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION 

 
The importance of Islamic education may be best understood if 

we reflect upon the first revelation that came to the Prophet 

Mohammad . The first word of the revelation was Iqra which meant 

read. Iqra is a very comprehensive word. It instructed Prophet 

Mohammad  and his followers to read, write, understand, share and 

propagate by all possible means. Iqra is repeated in the very first brief 

revelation to stress its importance. It is amazing that even the means 

for the teaching and learning process is specified as a „qalam‟ or pen. 

In fact the pen is a great gift from Allah  to mankind. Only the human 

beings have the privilege, honor and ability to write or record their 

ideas and reflections. In this way the mankind may benefit from the 

previous works or leave behind the works achieved by them for the 

coming generations. Obviously, audio, and video taping and computer 

are modern alternatives of recording by a pen. 

How and where should the teaching/learning process start? Note 

that the first instruction to Prophet Mohammad  for propagation of 

education was: Ash-Shuara # 214 

    

And warn your tribe (O Mohammad()) of near kindred. 

Hence, education process must begin from our own family. In 

fact this was the instruction for all the Prophets. 

Allah  also says to the believer in the Quran At-Tahrim # 6 
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O you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your families 

against a Fire. 

The companions of Mohammad  asked him, “How do we save 

our families from the hellfire?” The messenger  said, “By giving 

them Islamic education.”                                                                                                  
 Similarly Allah  instructs us to offer salat very regularly and 
make our families do so. Taha # 132 

     

And enjoin As-Salat (the prayer) on your family, and be patient 

in offering them [i.e. the Salat (prayers)]. 

Hence education and its application must start from our own 

families. Such education will have strong roots since family members 

recognize our sincerity and noble efforts more readily. Outsiders may 

label us phony or a madman.   

What was the most important goal of our forefathers in their 

lives? In order to seek an answer to this question, consider the historic 

event when the Prophet Ibrahim  and Prophet Ismail  built the 

house of Allah  in Makkah. Upon completion of this task, they 

humbled themselves even more and made this important 

supplication.Al-Baqarah#128   

 

 Our Lord! And make us submissive unto You and of our 

offspring a nation submissive unto You, and show us our Manasik (all 

the ceremonies of pilgrimage - Hajj and „Umrah), and accept our 

repentance. Truly, You are the One Who accepts repentance, the Most 

Merciful.  

Hence the goal of our forefathers was to acquire education as 

well as to impart education to their children so that they maybe truly 

submissive to the will of Allah . In order to achieve these goals, they 

made the following historical dua, Al-Baqarah # 129 
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 “ Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who 

shall recite unto them Your Verses and instruct them in the Book (this 

Quran) and Al-Hikmah (full knowledge of the Islamic laws and 

jurisprudence or wisdom or Prophethood), and purify them. Verily! 

You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise."  

Allah  granted this prayer of our forefathers, and sent Prophet 

Mohammad  to accomplish these goals. Note that among all of the 

favors of Allah  to mankind, the most important favor is providing of 

the guidance to his servants. Allah  reminds us of His favors in surah 

Aal-Imran #164 

               

           

Indeed Allah conferred a great favour on the believers when He 

sent among them a Messenger (Mohammad()) from among 

themselves, reciting unto them His Verses (the Quran), and purifying 

them (from sins by their following him), and instructing them (in) the 

Book (the Quran) and Al-Hikmah (the wisdom and the Sunnah of the 

Prophet()), while before that they had been in manifest error. 

Let us examine how Prophet Mohammad  accomplished these 

goals and objectives. Prophet Mohammad  built Masjid Nabawi in 

Madinah soon after his migration from Makkah to Madina. This 

masjid had no roof for a long time because of lack of financial 

resource. The companions of Prophet Mohammad  prayed in this 

masjid in intense heat for a long time. We note that even at that time 

an area was exclusively reserved in the masjid for teaching/learning 

process. Many of his companions used to stay in this platform day and 

night. They not only conducted teaching/learning activities there but 

also ate there and slept there. A renowned scholar, doctor 
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Hameedullah, calls it a residential university. Let us see how this 

university operated at that time. We note that once Saad bin Ubada  

invited eighty students of this university for a dinner. This indicated 

that the number of the students was very large and that the rich people 

helped this institution in whatever way they could. We also find that 

Muadh bin Jabal  spent too much in charity and went into debt. 

Therefore he had to sell his home to get himself out of this debt. Now 

he had no place to live. Due to these circumstances he had to live in 

this residential university. However, he did not want to be an 

unnecessary burden on the university. He was therefore assigned the 

task of watching the unripe fruit and dates donated for the residents of 

the university. Hence, everyone must help the teaching institution 

whatever way one can. We may add here that when Muadh bin Jabal 

was appointed governor of Yemen, he was instructed by Prophet  to 

go from state to state and town to town to initiate teaching institutions 

and make sure that they worked productively. 

These students used to live in this university only for the sake of 

their love for learning. For example, Abdullah bin Umar  considered 

it wastage of time traveling between Quba and Madinah. He preferred 

to leave home and parents and lived among these residents. Finally we 

note that one student of this university happened to die. They 

discovered two dinars in his pocket while his funeral was being 

prepared. The Prophet  showed a sign of displeasure and said: 

“Anyone with two dinars does not deserve a free lunch in this 

university.” This teaches us that no one is allowed to take undue 

advantage of the various facilities of teaching institutions. This gives 

us some insights in the functioning of the residential university at the 

time of the Prophet . All these details are given from Dr. 

Hameedullah‟s lectures in Bahawalpur University, Pakistan. 
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One day the Prophet  came out of his home into the mosque 

and found two groups of his companions in the mosque. One group 

was engaged in the remembrance of Allah , while the other group 

was engaged in teaching/learning process among themselves. Both 

groups were obviously doing beneficial activities. However,  Prophet 

Mohammad  preferred to join the one engaged in the 

teaching/learning process. This shows the love and importance of 

Islamic Education in his mind. He used to say: “I wish that no day 

dawns on me when I have not learned something new.” 

The participants of this residential university of Madinah were 

called As‟hab-us-Suffah  اىظفح أطحاب .  

We further note that at the time of the battle of Badr some 

prisoners of war could not pay ransom. The Prophet  asked each of 

them to teach at least ten Muslims as their ransom. He did not hesitate 

to make use of non-Muslim teachers when enough Muslim teachers 

were not available. 

Once a nine year old boy was riding behind Prophet Mohammah 

. The Prophet  said to him: “Oh young man, let me teach you some 

words of wisdom. If everything and everybody gathers together to 

benefit you in some way, they can‟t benefit you except what Allah  

has ordained for you. Similarly if everything and everyone got 

together to harm you in some way, they can‟t harm you except what 

Allah SWT has written for you.” 

We wonder why Prophet Mohammad (SAS) chose to teach this 

young lad such high words of wisdom. Obviously, the Prophet 

Mohammad  understood the true potential of young men. The name 

of this young man was Abdullah bin Abbas (RA) As a result of this 

education, Abdullah was a member of the Central Advisory Council 

of Omar (RA) when the Islamic state had spread far and wide to many 

continents. This young man was running the daily affairs of this huge 
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Islamic state. The other members of this advisory council were very 

elderly companions of Prophet Muhammad (SAS). They felt awkward 

having this young lad with them. UmarRA noticed this concern of the 

elderly members of the council. He asked elderly members a question. 

“What do you think were the circumstances in which surah An-Nasr 

was revealed? 

The elderly members replied that it was pointing towards the 

conquest of Makkah when a large number of people entered Islam. 

Omar  asked the same questions to Abdullah bin Abbas (RA)in the 

presence of these elderly members. Abdullah bin Abbas (RA) said: “I 

think it points out that the mission of the Prophet Mohammad (SAS) 

was nearly fulfilled and he was about to leave us.” Omar (RA) replied: 

“I felt the same way.” 

 We further notice that this surah  was the last complete surah 

revealed to  Prophet Mohammad   and after this revelation he 

changed his dhikr from Subha Nallah Wa Bi Hamdehi Subha Nalla-

hul-Azeem (ََُحِثُس ٌِٓ ِدََِحِتَو اهلِل ا َُ اهلِل اْىَعِظِي (ُسِثَحا  to Subha Nallah Wa Bi 

Hamdehi Astagh Ferullah Wa Attobo Elyk. (ََُحِثُس اهلل  ُرِفِغَتأِس -ٓ ِدََِحِتَو اهلِل ا
(لِيإَى ُبِىأُتَو  Aisha عْها اهلل رضي  asked, “What made you change your 

dhikr?” The Prophet Mohammad  said, “I have been ordered so.” 

And then he recited surah An-Nasr. This clearly tells that potential of 

the young is tremendous and if it is utilized properly, it can work 

miracles.        

Prophet Mohammad  also paid special attention to the Islamic 

education of women. We note an interesting observation in the oldest 

book on Seerah called Al-Maghazy of Ibn Ishaq. According to some 

pages of this book published recently in Morocco, Prophet 

Mohammad SAS used to first recite the revelation to a group of men 

as soon as he received it. He would then recite it to a group of women 

as well, indicating the significance of Islamic education of women. 



 112 

There are several sayings of Mohammad  that refer to this. One of the 

hadith states, “Whoever had three daughters and was patient in raising 

them. It would become a protection for him from the hellfire.”                

                                                                                (Bukhari) 

A second hadith states, “Whoever has three daughters whom he 

provides dwelling, supports them, and has mercy on them, paradise is 

guaranteed reward for him.”       (Bukhari)  

Islamic education had always been a top priority in the minds of 

distinguished Muslims, even in very adverse circumstances. Imam 

Shafi became orphan when he was a child. His mother left him with 

her brother since she could not support her son financially and she 

went back to her parents. Imam Shafi memorized the entire holy 

Quran when he was only seven years old. He received other Islamic 

education as well. He moved to Makkah with his uncle and received 

additional Islamic education from the top scholars of the time. Now he 

wished to become a student of Imam Malik in Madinah Munawwarah. 

He had no money for travel and personal needs. He obtained a letter 

of recommendation from his teacher in Makkah for a scholarship and 

arranged some funds for travel. Imam Shafi‟ presented this letter to 

Imam Malik who read the letter and said to him angrily, “Do you 

think Islamic education can only be achieved through the letters of 

recommendations only.” Imam Malik noticed a great talent in this 

young man. He not only took him as his student but also provided for 

his needs from his own pocket. Imam Shafi‟ became one of the 

distinguished students of Imam Malik. 

Similarly, we find an interesting situation of Imam As-Sarakhsy  
(اىسرخسي اإلٍاً) who lived in the 5

th
 century after the Hijra. He was an 

expert on Islamic jurisprudence and was very honest and bold. The 

rulers of his time imposed additional unjust taxes on the public. In fact 

the rulers were squandering money and wanted to put more financial 
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burden on the public. Imam As-Sarakhsy gave a verdict and instructed 

people not to pay the taxes. The ruler could not kill him, but he 

imprisoned the Imam in a dead well. The Imam remained in that well 

for fourteen years. He received permission from his guard to allow his 

students to come and sit around the edge of the well. Imam dictated to 

his students the explanation of the book As-Sayr Al-Kabeer ( اىنثري اىسري)  

written by a famous student of Imam Abu Hanifa. This explanation 

was produced in four volumes. Similarly, Imam As-Sarakhsy dictated 

verbally and produced Kitab Al-Mabsoot (ادلثسىط متاب)  in thirty 

volumes. Dozens of other books were produced from this dead well 

by Imam As-Sarakhsy as well. 

We know that Prophet Yusuf  used to impart education to his 

prison mates while he was in prison. Hence teaching/learning process 

must go on all the time. 

Obviously, a question comes to mind: “What do we gain by 

acquiring and imparting Islamic education?” Allah  says in the Quran 

At-Tur # 21 

             

       

 And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in 

Faith: to them shall we join their offspring, and We shall not decrease 

the reward of their deeds in anything. Every person is a pledge for 

that which he has earned. 

In other words, if children happen to be at a lower level of 

Heaven than their parents, then parents will wish that the whole 

family will be united in Paradise. Allah SWT is promising here to 

unite them, provided that the children have good faith as their parents 

do and that they follow in their parents footstep in practice. 

 Abu Hurairah (RA0 narrated that Prophet Mohammad (SAS) 

said, “Some people will find themselves in very high levels of 
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paradise. They will wonder how they achieved these very high levels, 

since their deeds were not so supreme. Allah  will say to them: „You 

left behind your children who were always praying for you, with each 

of their prayers your level in paradise was raised higher and higher.‟”                                              

(Musnad Ahmad) 

 

      

 

 

 

HOME WORK 
  

I highly recommend to memorize the following verses of Quran 

and recite them every night before sleeping. Learn their meanings too. 

 

Al-Baqarah # 285-286. 

                

                

                  

                  

          

 

Al-Baqarah # 255. 

                    

                  

             

Notes: 1- If you recite Al-Baqarah #285-286, Allah swt will 

protect you all night.                                                         (Bukhari) 
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2- If you recite Al-Baqarah #255, Allah swt will appoint a guard 

who will protect you all night and Satan will not be able to come near 

you till dawn.                                                    (Bukhari) 


